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IINTRODUCTION

SportingNews has asked Omnigon Communications to conduct a competitive analysis of the mobile 
marketplace. Over the last two weeks, we have looked at several different mobile websites and compiled 
several lists of applications for the many handsets and operating systems out on the marketplace.

We are proud to present the following report of our findings, research and recommendations. We have 
developed this report to enable the initials production of SportingNews Mobile.

3



PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

I
INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND

Wikipedia defines Sporting News services as the following:

"Sporting News (previously The Sporting News, and known colloquially as TSN) is an American-based sports 
magazine. It was established in 1886, and it became the dominant American publication covering baseball — 
so much so that it acquired the nickname "The Bible of Baseball". Along with its affiliated radio network, 
Sporting News Radio, it is currently owned by Charlotte, North Carolina-based American City Business 
Journals, a subsidiary of Advance Publications.

SN currently covers seven main sports — Major League Baseball (MLB), the National Basketball Association 
(NBA), the National Football League (NFL), the National Hockey League (NHL), NASCAR, and NCAA men's 
basketball and football — with occasional coverage of other sports. Following 122 years of existence as a 
weekly publication, the magazine switched to a bi-weekly publishing schedule in 2008. Earlier that year, it 
launched a daily online newspaper, Sporting News Today."

Frequency:

•  Bi-weekly (2008-present)
•  Weekly (1886-2008)
•  Daily (2008-present, online)

Circulation: 540,000
First issue: 1886
Company: American City Business Journals/Advance Publications, Based in Charlotte, NC
Website: http://www.sportingnews.com
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IIMISSION STATEMENT

To develop a personal user experience for avid fans that goes beyond box score and basic reporting to offer 
the in-depth analysis and information that demanding sports fans crave on their mobile device(s).
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II
MISSION STATEMENT

HIGH LEVEL FUNCTIONALITY SPECIFICATIONS

We recommend that the following four areas of functionality are given significant attention on mobile devices.

FOUR AREAS OF FUNCTIONALITY

1. Big Topics / Super Stories

2. Developing Stories

3. Personalization

4. Data Visualization & Advanced Analysis
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II
MISSION STATEMENT

BIG TOPICS / SUPER STORIES

On the website, Big Topics are displayed with specific prominence to viewers, with the ability to view all. 
Mobile users should see the same attention to these Big Topics, which are links to important Super Stories. 
These stories should push a social lens to engage users via multiple entry points, e.g. Facebook, Twitter, etc.  
Additionally, the proper business rules are needed so that Sporting News Editors can quickly identify 
contextual related stories when creating a Trending Topic hub page and updates.

Super Stories are larger stories that encompass all related items. Super Stories look at all angles, viewpoints, 
and vantage points of the stories.  These Super Stories should include the following:

•  Text
•  Story – All Sporting News
•  Images – Sporting News & Web
•  Video – Sporting News & Web
•  Web – Curated Content
•  Social – Twitter/Facebook
•  Milestones – Points in which the story has changed
•  Topics – e.g. Brett Favre, Randy Moss

Standard stories can have some of the above elements, but not all.

On the web, viewers can look at Super Story elements through several views. These elements should be 
accessible to users via their mobile devices as well.

1. Summary View
Provides Sporting News' take along with the best photos, videos, articles and social commentary from 
Sporting News and the rest of the web. This page acts like a topic hub page.

2. Story View
Allows the user to read the most recent development related to the topic, while giving them insight into the 
past. Additionally, as the Hub Page, this acts as a landing page for the topic, which gives the user 
background to how the story has developed over time, including glimpses of other pieces.

3. Photo View
Sporting News has curated the best photos from Sporting News and throughout the web.

4. Video View
Sporting News has curated the best videos from Sporting News and throughout the web.

5. Web View
Sporting News Editors pick the best contest from around the web.

6. Social View
Social Media content will display Facebook, Twitter and other specific Social Media channels.
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MISSION STATEMENT

DEVELOPING STORIES

Developing Stories incorporate breaking news or breaking stories. "The quickest way for a user to find out 
what is new in sports today." These evolving stories quickly tell the user what is new in sports today. 
Developing stories could comprise the following:

•  Important Injury News
•  Trade
•  League Violations

These are the initial gateway for every story until the background is filled out. Developing Stories can evolve 
into Super Stories or enhanced stories over time or remain as a standard story. Additionally, Developing 
Stories can feed into larger stories and Big Topics as a related story, become a milestone of a Big Topic, 
become a Big Topic themselves or be completely unrelated. 
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II
MISSION STATEMENT

PERSONALIZATION

When personalized, the Sporting News will display what is new to the user from their last login date. This 
feature allows the user to mark stories and topics as the most interesting to them. It is important to take a user 
through the experience of becoming a specialized user. Building this a relationship with the user will extend 
and enhance their experience with Sporting News.

There are two methods to personalization:
1. Indirect

2. Direct

This relies on multiple factors:
1. Entry Point

2. Basic Browsing Metrics
Following their click through, like Amazon.com recently viewed/suggestions

3. Geo-location

4.Social Media Data

5.Confirmation
Calls to Action, Surveys, Quizzes/Polls (these all will validate their personal interests/experiences)

For example: based on a user's history or navigation through the site, an online persona can be developed 
from this collection of information. Once the relationship is established, then questions can be asked to 
confirm a user's preferences/personalization choices.

Additionally, Sporting News can incorporate indirect and direct information into a “My SN” or “My Feed” 
section, which will display Sporting Newsʼ interpretation of valued information from data/clicks and will also 
allow user to edit their profile directly. The user profile may show stories/topics related to their teams and 
interests based upon their selections, click throughs, geo-location and actions on the web and mobile sites.

Sporting News mobile readers will come with a varying array of mobile devices, as such, the mobile offering 
needs to feature streamlined content and adapt well to many screen sizes and hardware form factors. It is 
advisable to consider a dual approach – a HTML5 mobile website as well as specialized applications for 
devices like the iPad, iPhone, Android & RIM mobile devices.
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II
MISSION STATEMENT

DATA VISUALIZATION & ADVANCED ANALYSIS

Sporting News will provide the post-game analysis to tell the user the real story of what the statistics reveal. 
More than just Sabremetrics, advanced statistics tell a more compelling story over time, which better identifies 
important trends, and more accurately predicts player and team performance through analysis and data 
visualization. Using data visualization tools, Sporting News can help readers to quickly identify the most 
important facets of the game.  Visualization can quickly tell the reader what is important and why.

Sporting Newsʼ Advanced Analysis provides data visualization and in-depth statistical coverage beyond the 
traditional approach, as well as the themes and information that arise over a period of time about players, 
teams, match ups and overall trends. Providing a mobile user with advanced statistical analysis for the single 
game view in addition to a player(s), team(s) and the matchup(s) over a period of time will better enable the 
reader to understand the story. These added visualizations and statistical graphs will clue in the reader and 
may be a part of a Basic Story, Enhanced Story or a Super Story. Sporting News editors will have a suite of 
tools and a set of finite, preset templates to create these visualizations and graphs.

10



PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

IIIMOBILE OPERATING SYSTEM ANALYSIS

There are several competing Operating Systems within the Mobile Phone ecosystem.

1) Apple iOS
2) Google Android
3) Intel/Nokia Meego
4) Limo
5) Linux
6) Microsoft Windows Mobile/Windows Phone
7) Nokia Maemo
8) Nokia Symbian OS
9) HP Palm WebOS
10) RIM Blackberry OS
11) Samsung Bada
12) WAP

Share of 2010 Q2 smartphone sales to end users by operating system, according to Gartner.
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III
MOBILE OPERATING SYSTEM ANALYSIS 

APPLE iOS

Background:
iOS devices (iPhones, iPads, iTouch & AppleTV 2) are rapidly gaining in popularity and as the 
standard to beat. One manufacturer for HW & SW equals a tighter and stronger User 
Experience.

URL:
1) http://www.apple.com/iphone/ios4
2) http://developer.apple.com/library/mac/#documentation/UserExperience/Conceptual/
AppleHIGuidelines/XHIGIntro/XHIGIntro.html 

Pluses:
1) Exclusive look and prominence on specific handsets
2) Great handset UX and established user base
3) Can build an offline version that functions even if the user is out of range
4) Allows third-party apps to do certain functions in the background
5) Create an easy way for all apps to save  and enable fast app switching
6) Uses WebKit

Minuses:
1) Apple must approve every App release/update - takes up to two weeks
2) Limited to iOS pool
3) Requires dedicated & seasoned development group

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
Good design reference. Apple leads the marketplace with strong Human Interface Guidelines.

Notes:
iOS is Apple's mobile operating system. Developed originally for the iPhone, it has since been 
shipped on the iPod Touch, iPad and Apple TV as well. Apple does not permit the OS to run 
on third-party hardware. As of October 20, 2010, Apple's App Store contains more than 
300,000 iOS applications, which have collectively been downloaded more than 7.5 billion 
times, as per a keynote on October 20, 2010. As of May 2010, it had a 15.4% share of the 
smartphone operating system market in terms of units sold, third behind Symbian and RIM's 
Blackberry, but accounted for 59% of mobile web consumption (not including the iPad) in 
North America.

The user interface of iOS is based on the concept of direct manipulation, using multi-touch 
gestures. Interface control elements consist of sliders, switches, and buttons. The response 
to user input is immediate and provides a fluid interface. Interaction with the OS includes 
gestures such as swiping, tapping, pinching, and reverse pinching. Internal accelerometers 
are used by some applications to respond to shaking the device (one common result is the 
undo command) or rotating it in three dimensions (one common result is switching from 
portrait to landscape mode).

iOS is derived from Mac OS X, with which it shares the Darwin foundation, and is therefore a 
Unix-like operating system by nature. In iOS, there are four abstraction layers: the Core OS 
layer, the Core Services layer, the Media layer, and the Cocoa Touch layer. The operating 
system uses roughly 500 megabytes of the device's storage, varying for each model.
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GOOGLE ANDROID

Background:
Android devices (e.g HTC Hero) are to iPhones as PCs  were to Macintoshes in the 1980's & 
1990's: more devices made by many different manufacturers offering flexibility & 
customization.

URL:
1) http://www.android.com
2) http://www.htc.com

Pluses:
1) Significantly less stringent approval process
2) Available on a larger set of handsets - not necessarily higher installed base
3) Public Perception of more handset choices equals more customizable experience
4) Android increasing in popularity, moving in on Appleʼs iOS
5) Uses WebKit

Minuses:
1) Rapid proliferation in handset models from various manufacturers with differing hardware 
capabilities
2) Since all handsets are very different - difficult to develop applications that work on all 
Android-based phones
3) OS model is akin to Windows - Single OS must be built for all possible devices & 
customized
4) Requires dedicated & seasoned development group
5) Android does not use established Java standards, i.e. Java SE and ME. This  prevents 
compatibility among Java applications written for those platforms and those for the Android 
platform 
6) Android only reuses the Java syntax, but does not provide the full-class libraries and APIs 
bundled with Java SE or ME.

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
Google has positioned Android as an open Operating System available on many hardware 
handsets and mobile operators.

Notes:
Android is a mobile operating system initially developed by Android Inc., a firm purchased by 
Google in 2005. Android is based upon a modified version of the Linux kernel. It is a 
participant in the Open Handset Alliance. Unit sales for Android OS smartphones ranked first 
among all smartphone OS handsets sold in the U.S. in the second and third quarters of 2010, 
with a third quarter market share of 43.6%.

Android has a large community of developers writing application programs ("apps") that 
extend the functionality of the devices. There are currently over 100,000 apps available for 
Android. Android Market is the online app store run by Google, though apps can be 
downloaded from third party sites (except on AT&T, which disallows this). Developers write in 
the Java language, controlling the device via Google-developed Java libraries. The Android 
operating system software stack consists of Java applications running on a Java based 
object oriented application framework on top of Java core libraries running on a Dalvik virtual 
machine featuring JIT compilation. Libraries written in C include the surface manager, 
OpenCore media framework, SQLite relational database management system, OpenGL ES 
2.0 3D graphics API, WebKit layout engine, SGL graphics engine, SSL, and Bionic libc. The 
Android operating system consists of 12 million lines of code including 3 million lines of XML, 
2.8 million lines of C, 2.1 million lines of Java, and 1.75 million lines of C++.

The unveiling of the Android distribution on 5 November 2007 was announced with the 
founding of the Open Handset Alliance, a consortium of 78 hardware, software, and telecom 
companies devoted to advancing open standards for mobile devices. Google released most 
of the Android code under the Apache License, a free software and open source license.
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RIM BLACKBERRY

Background:
Blackberries are immensely popular in the business world. However, their market share is 
shrinking.

URL:
1) http://www.blackberry.com

Pluses:
1) Large pool of devices worldwide
2) Less expensive devices
3) Open source
4) Contains social networking capabilities for developers
5) With WebWorks, developers can build Web applications for BlackBerry leveraging HTML5, 
CSS, and JavaScript
6) RIM is introducing BlackBerry Analytics SDK, providing developers with reporting & 
analytics on use of applications

Minuses:
1) OS requirements are a factor
2) Requires dedicated & seasoned development group
3) Opera web browsers are less standardized and buggy

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
RIM is facing stiff competition from Apple and Google and have lost significant market share 
within the business world.

Notes:
BlackBerry is a line of mobile e-mail and smartphone devices developed and designed by 
Canadian company Research In Motion (RIM) since 1996. BlackBerry commands a 14.8% 
share of worldwide smartphone sales, making it the fourth most popular platform after Nokia's 
Symbian OS, Google's Android, and Apple's iOS. The consumer BlackBerry Internet Service 
is available in 91 countries worldwide on over 500 mobile service operators using various 
mobile technologies.

BlackBerry functions as a personal digital assistant with address book, calendar and to-do list 
capabilities. It also functions as a portable media player with support for music and video 
playback and camera picture and video capabilities. BlackBerry is primarily known for its 
ability to send and receive (push) Internet e-mail wherever mobile network service coverage 
is present, or through Wi-Fi connectivity. BlackBerry is mainly a messaging phone with the 
largest array of messaging features in a smartphone today, including auto-text, auto-correct, 
text prediction, support for many languages, keyboard shortcuts, text emoticons, push email, 
push Facebook and Myspace notifications, push Ebay notifications, push instant messaging 
with BlackBerry Messenger, Google Messenger, ICQ, Windows Live Messenger and Yahoo 
Messenger; threaded text messaging and a customizable indicator light near the top right of 
all Blackberry devices. All notifications and conversations from applications are shown in a 
unified messaging application which third party applications can access also. Many of these 
applications would have to be running in the background of other phones to be used. 
BlackBerry's push gives BlackBerry devices their renowned battery life. All data on the phone 
is compressed through BlackBerry Internet Service (BIS).

Modern GSM-based BlackBerry handhelds incorporate an ARM 7, 9 or ARM 11 processor, 
while older BlackBerry 950 and 957 handhelds used mudit 80386 processors. The latest 
GSM BlackBerry models (8100, 8300 and 8700 series) have an Intel PXA930 624 MHz 
processor, 256 MB (or 4 GB in case of the torch 9800) flash memory and 265 MB SDRAM. 
CDMA BlackBerry smartphones are based on Qualcomm MSM6x00 chipsets which also 
include the ARM 9-based processor and GSM 900/1800 roaming (as the case with the 8830 
and 9500) and include up to 256MB flash memory. The CDMA Bold 9650 is the first to have 
512mb flash memory for applications. All modern BlackBerrys support up to 32gb microSD 
cards.
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NOKIA SYMBIAN OS

Background:
Nokia Symbian devices have the largest percentage, approximately 40%, in global market 
share, but this is quickly shrinking as smartphones become cheaper.

URL:
1) http://www.symbian.org

Pluses:
1) Largest global market share
2) Founded by large manufacturers and providers within the mobile marketplace
3) Bought by Nokia in 2008
4) Uses WebKit 

Minuses:
1) OS requirements are a factor
2) Requires dedicated & seasoned development group
3) Opera web browsers are less standardized and buggy

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
Nokia is losing market share fast. They still hold the lead in the global marketplace, but that 
number is surely to come down as smartphones like the iPhone and Android phones become 
more ubiquitous. 

Notes:
The S60 Platform (formerly Series 60 User Interface) is a software platform for mobile 
phones that runs on Symbian OS. S60 is currently amongst the most-used smartphone 
platforms in the world. It was created by Nokia, who made the platform open source and 
contributed it to the Symbian Foundation. S60 has been used by mobile device 
manufacturers including Siemens mobile, Lenovo, LG Electronics, Panasonic and Samsung. 
Sony co-created the software with Nokia. Symbian was the most popular smartphone OS on 
the market by 47% of the sectorʼs total sales, with 17.9m handsets sold in Q4 2008.

In addition to the manufacturers the community includes:
  •  Software integration companies such as Sasken, Elektrobit, Teleca, Digia, Mobica, 
Atelier.tm
  •  Semiconductor companies Texas Instruments, ST Microelectronics, Broadcom, SONY, 
Freescale, Samsung Electronics
  •  Operators such as Vodafone and Orange who develop and provide S60-based mobile 
applications and services
  •  Software developers and independent software vendors (ISVs).

S60 consists of a suite of libraries and standard applications, such as telephony, PIM tools, 
and Helix-based multimedia players. It is intended to power fully-featured modern phones 
with large color screens, which are commonly known as smartphones.
The S60 software is a multivendor standard for smartphones that supports application 
development in Java MIDP, C++, Python and Adobe Flash. Originally, the most distinguishing 
feature of S60 phones was that they allowed users to install new applications after purchase. 
Unlike a standard desktop platform, however, the built-in apps are rarely upgraded by the 
vendor beyond bug fixes. New features are only added to phones while they are being 
developed rather than after public release. Certain buttons are standardized, such as a menu 
key, a four way joystick or d-pad, left and right soft keys and a clear key.
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HP PALM webOS

Background:
Nokia Symbian devices have the largest percentage in global market share, but this is quickly 
shrinking as smartphones become cheaper.

URL:
1) http://www.palm.com

Pluses:
1) Intuitive Operating System
2) Integrates well with Microsoft Outlook & Google Calendar
3) Less expensive devices 

Minuses:
1) Very small user base
2) Requires dedicated & experienced programming team 

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
HPʼs acquisition of Palm suggests that they are anxious to dethrone Apple and Googleʼs 
attention of the market. webOS offers a great experience to users, but are they buying? 

Notes:
HP Palm webOS is Palm's proprietary mobile operating system running on the Linux kernel. 
The Palm Pre smartphone was the first device to launch with webOS, and both were 
introduced to the public at the Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas on January 8, 2009. 
The Palm Pre and webOS were released on June 6, 2009. The second device to use the 
operating system, the Palm Pixi, was released on November 15, 2009. The webOS features 
significant online social network and Web 2.0 integration. HP webOS 2.0 was released in 
October 2010, with incremental changes such as better multi-tasking.

webOS's graphical user interface is designed for use on devices with touchscreens. It 
includes a suite of applications for personal information management and makes use of a 
number of web technologies such as HTML5, JavaScript, and CSS. Palm claims that the 
design around these existing technologies was intended to spare developers from learning a 
new programming language. The Palm Pre, released on June 6, 2009, is the first device to 
run this platform. Devices currently running updated versions of webOS 1.x.x include the 
Palm Pre and Palm Pixi on Sprint, and the "Plus" versions that run on Verizon Wireless and 
AT&T, as well as some international carriers. Although webOS version 2 has been 
announced, and its features outlined it is not yet available for these consumer devices. It 
appears that the first consumer devices with webOS 2 will be new Pre 2 phones in France 
from SFR possibly as early as 2010 October 22, and then elsewhere. Subsequent release of 
webOS 2 for the devices presently running the version 1 webOS appears to be slated to be 
"available in the coming months." All webOS devices appear to be able to migrate to the new 
version, although Pixi and Pixi Plus, because of slower processor speeds, will not run Adobe 
Flash Player 10.1 Beta, which will run on Pre, Pre Plus and Pre 2 only.

On April 28, 2010, HP announced that it had agreed to acquire Palm for $1.2 billion.[4] The 
deal was completed on July 1, 2010.[5] The Palm global business unit will be responsible for 
webOS software development and webOS based hardware products, from a robust 
smartphone roadmap to future slate PCs and netbooks.
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INTEL/NOKIA MEEGO

Background:
MeeGo is designed to act as an operating system for hardware platforms such as netbooks, 
entry-level desktops, nettops, tablet computers, mobile computing and communications 
devices, in-vehicle infotainment devices, SmartTV / ConnectedTV, IPTV-boxes, smart 
phones, and other embedded systems.

URL:
1) http://www.meego.com

Pluses:
1) Available on many devices

Minuses:
1) Requires dedicated & experienced programming team
2) Small user base 

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
MeeGo is an example of Linux being aimed at the non smartphone market.

Notes:
MeeGo is a Linux-based open source mobile operating system project which was announced 
at Mobile World Congress in February 2010 by Intel and Nokia in a joint press conference. Its 
aim is to merge the efforts of Intel on Moblin and of Nokia on Maemo into one project. It is 
hosted by the Linux Foundation. According to Intel, MeeGo was developed because Microsoft 
did not offer comprehensive Windows 7 support for the Atom processor. Novell also plays a 
large part in the MeeGo effort, working with the Linux Foundation on their build infrastructure 
and official MeeGo products, and MeeGo is increasingly using more of Novell's technology 
that was originally developed for openSUSE, (including openSUSE Build Service, ZYpp for 
package management, and other system management tools).

MeeGo is primarily designed to act as an operating system for hardware platforms such as 
netbooks, entry-level desktops, tablet computers, mobile computing and communications 
devices, in-vehicle infotainment devices, connected-TVs, IPTV-boxes, smart phones, and 
other embedded systems.

Harmattan, originally slated to become Maemo 6, is now considered to be a MeeGo instance 
(though not a MeeGo product), and Nokia is giving up the Maemo branding for Harmattan 
and beyond (Maemo 5, aka Fremantle, and previous versions will still be referred to as 
Maemo).

17

http://www.meego.com
http://www.meego.com


PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

III
MOBILE OPERATING SYSTEM ANALYSIS 

WINDOWS PHONE

Background:
Windows Phone 7 is the successor of Microsoftʼs Windows Mobile 6.5 mobile operating 
system. Microsoftʼs goal is to create a compelling and predictable user experience by 
redesigning the user interface, disallowing partners to modify or replace it, integrating the 
operating system with other services, and strictly controlling the hardware it runs on.

URL:
1) http://www.microsoft.com/windowsphone

Pluses:
1) Microsoft wants to create a compelling and predictable user experience.
2) Disallows OS modification by partners
3) MS wants an Apple like experience on more phones

Minuses:
1) Lack of customization may not entice carriers and manufacturers to use OS
2) Small user base - Relaunch was not successful 

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
Good design reference. Named best interface MS has had in years. Focus on graphic 
interface – fluid motion and interaction. Good combination of contrasting ICON imagery in 
small tiles. Good combination of pictures, icons, text, and motion. Windows Mobile has lost 
significant market share and dominance since the release of the iPhone & Android smart 
phones and the increased prominence of RIM mobile handsets. Microsoft has an uphill battle 
ahead of them and are challenging established conventions in order to gain more market 
share and consumerʼs attention. 

Notes:
Windows Phone 7 is a mobile operating system developed by Microsoft, and is the successor 
to their Windows Mobile platform. It launched in Europe, Singapore and Australia on October 
21, 2010, and in the US & Canada on November 8, 2010, with Asia to follow in 2011. With 
Windows Phone 7, Microsoft offers a new Metro user interface, integrates the operating 
system with Microsoft's other services, and plans to strictly control which hardware it runs on.

Microsoft unveiled Windows Phone 7 on February 15, 2010, at Mobile World Congress 2010 
in Barcelona and revealed additional details at MIX 2010 on March 15, 2010. Windows 
Phone 7 was released to manufacturing on September 1, 2010, and the final SDK was made 
available on September 16, 2010.
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WAP

Background:
Before the introduction of WAP, service providers had extremely limited opportunities to offer 
interactive data services, but needed interactivity to support now-commonplace activities.

URL:
1) http://www.openmobilealliance.org/Technical/wapindex.aspx

Pluses:
1) Most phones can access content
2) Reaches more non-smartphones

Minuses:
1) Limited Software capabilities
2) User Experience is very simplistic

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
WAP is still relevant for its attention to Lowest Common Denominator. 

Notes:
Wireless Application Protocol (WAP) is an open international standard. A WAP browser is a 
commonly used web browser for small mobile devices such as cell phones. Before the 
introduction of WAP, service providers had extremely limited opportunities to offer interactive 
data services, but needed interactivity to support now-commonplace activities such as:

•  Email by mobile phone
•  Tracking of stock-market prices
•  Sports results
•  News headlines new
•  Music downloads

WAP 2.0, released in 2002, a re-engineered WAP, uses a cut-down version of XHTML with 
end-to-end HTTP (i.e., dropping the gateway and custom protocol suite used to communicate 
with it). A WAP gateway can be used in conjunction with WAP 2.0; however, in this scenario, 
it is used as a standard proxy server. The WAP gateway's role would then shift from one of 
translation to adding additional information to each request. This would be configured by the 
operator and could include telephone numbers, location, billing information, and handset 
information. Mobile devices process XHTML Mobile Profile (XHTML MP), the markup 
language defined in WAP 2.0. It is a subset of XHTML and a superset of XHTML Basic. A 
version of cascading style sheets (CSS) called WAP CSS is supported by XHTML MP.

Spin-off technologies, such as MMS (Multimedia Messaging Service), a combination of WAP 
and SMS, have further driven the protocol. An enhanced appreciation of device diversity, 
supported by the concomitant changes to WAP content to become more device-specific 
rather aiming at a lowest common denominator, has allowed for more usable and compelling 
content. As a result, the adoption rate of WAP technology is on the upswing. The original 
WAP model provided a simple platform for access to web-like WML services and e-mail using 
mobile phones in Europe and the SE Asian regions. As of 2009 it continues with a 
considerable user base. The later versions of WAP, primarily targeting the United States 
market, were designed to enable full web XHTML access using mobile devices with a higher 
specification and cost, and with a higher degree of software complexity.
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UNITED STATES MOBILE STATISTICS
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Notes:
Over the last year, sales of Android smartphones are on the rise, while 
Blackberrys and Windows Mobile are on the decline. The iPhone, however, 
remains fairly consistent.

URL:
1) http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-
iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market/

http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market/
http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market/
http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market/
http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market/
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UNITED STATES SMARTPHONE PENETRATION
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Notes:
Every quarter more Americans are switching to Smartphones. This trend 
will continue to grow.

URL:
1) http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-
iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market

http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market
http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market
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UNITED STATES MOBILE OS STATISTICS
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Notes:
Most iPhone owners are satisfied customers, as are nearly as many 
Android users. However, it is very interesting to see that 50% Blackberry 
owners want to switch to an iPhone or Android smartphone.

URL:
1) http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-
iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market

http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market
http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market
http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online_mobile/android-soars-but-iphone-still-most-desired-as-smartphones-grab-25-of-u-s-mobile-market
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GLOBAL MOBILE OS STATISTICS
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Notes:
This graph illustrates the trend of top mobile OSs between December of 
2008 through October 2010.

URL:
1) http://www.statcounter.com

http://www.statcounter.com
http://www.statcounter.com
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GLOBAL BROWSER STATISTICS
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Notes:
This graph displays the top 9 mobile browsers from January to October of 
2009

URL:
1) http://www.statcounter.com

http://www.statcounter.com
http://www.statcounter.com
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There are several mobile hardware platforms other than mobile phones & laptops to consider.

1) Amazon Kindle
2) Apple iPad
3) Barnes & Noble Nook
4) Google Android Tablets
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iPAD

Background:
iOS devices (iPhones, iPads, iTouch & AppleTV 2) are rapidly gaining in popularity 
and as the standard to beat. One manufacturer for HW & SW equals a tighter and 
stronger User Experience.

URL:
1) http://www.apple.com/ipad
2) http://developer.apple.com/library/mac/#documentation/UserExperience/
Conceptual/AppleHIGuidelines/XHIGIntro/XHIGIntro.html

Pluses:
1) Exclusive look and prominence on specific handsets
2) Great handset UX and established user base
3) Can build an offline version that can function even if the user is out of range
4) Allows third-party apps to do certain functions in the background
5) Create an easy way for all apps to save  and enable fast app switching
6) Uses WebKit browser

Minuses:
1) Application must be approved by Apple before any and every update - updates 
can take ~two weeks
2) Limited to iOS pool
3) Requires dedicated & seasoned development group

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
Good design reference. Apple leads the marketplace with strong Human Interface 
Guidelines.

Notes:
iOS is Apple's mobile operating system. Developed originally for the iPhone, it has 
since been shipped on the iPod Touch, iPad and Apple TV as well. Apple does not 
permit the OS to run on third-party hardware. As of October 20, 2010, Apple's App 
Store contains more than 300,000 iOS applications, which have collectively been 
downloaded more than 7.5 billion times, as per a keynote on October 20, 2010. As 
of May 2010, it had a 15.4% share of the smartphone operating system market in 
terms of units sold, third behind Symbian and RIM's Blackberry, but accounted for 
59% of mobile web consumption (not including the iPad) in North America.

The user interface of iOS is based on the concept of direct manipulation, using 
multi-touch gestures. Interface control elements consist of sliders, switches, and 
buttons. The response to user input is immediate and provides a fluid interface. 
Interaction with the OS includes gestures such as swiping, tapping, pinching, and 
reverse pinching. Internal accelerometers are used by some applications to 
respond to shaking the device (one common result is the undo command) or 
rotating it in three dimensions (one common result is switching from portrait to 
landscape mode).

iOS is derived from Mac OS X, with which it shares the Darwin foundation, and is 
therefore a Unix-like operating system by nature. In iOS, there are four abstraction 
layers: the Core OS layer, the Core Services layer, the Media layer, and the Cocoa 
Touch layer. The operating system uses roughly 500 megabytes of the device's 
storage, varying for each model
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ANDROID TABLETS

Background:
Android Tablets (e.g Samsung Galaxy) are challenging the iPad by using smaller 
form factor, Android OS and Appleʼs established design.

URL:
1) http://www.android.com
2) http://galaxytab.samsungmobile.com
3) http://www.pcworld.com/article/204779/
samsung_galaxy_tab_vs_the_ipad_compare_for_yourself.html

Pluses:
1) Significantly less stringent approval process
2) Available on a larger set of handsets - not necessarily higher installed base
3) Public Perception of more handset choices equals more customizable 
experience
4) Android increasing in popularity, moving in on Appleʼs iOS
5) Uses WebKit

Minuses:
1) Rapid proliferation in handset models from various manufacturers with differing 
hardware capabilities
2) Since all handsets are very different - difficult to develop applications that work 
on all Android-based phones
3) OS model is akin to Windows - Single OS must be built for all possible devices 
& customized
4) Requires dedicated & seasoned development group
5) Android does not use established Java standards, i.e. Java SE and ME. This  
prevents compatibility among Java applications written for those platforms and 
those for the Android platform 
6) Android only reuses the Java syntax, but does not provide the full-class libraries 
and APIs bundled with Java SE or ME.

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
Apple does not think a tablet smaller than the iPad will deliver a good user 
experience. Samsung disagrees.

Notes:
Android is a mobile operating system initially developed by Android Inc., a firm 
purchased by Google in 2005. Android is based upon a modified version of the 
Linux kernel. Google and other members of the Open Handset Alliance 
collaborated to develop and release Android to the world. The Android Open 
Source Project (AOSP) is tasked with the maintenance and further development of 
Android. Unit sales for Android OS smartphones ranked first among all 
smartphone OS handsets sold in the U.S. in the second and third quarters of 
2010, with a third quarter market share of 43.6%.

Android has a large community of developers writing application programs 
("apps") that extend the functionality of the devices. There are currently over 
100,000 apps available for Android. Android Market is the online app store run by 
Google, though apps can be downloaded from third party sites (except on AT&T, 
which disallows this). Developers write in the Java language, controlling the device 
via Google-developed Java libraries. The unveiling of the Android distribution on 5 
November 2007 was announced with the founding of the Open Handset Alliance, a 
consortium of 78 hardware, software, and telecom companies devoted to 
advancing open standards for mobile devices. Google released most of the 
Android code under the Apache License, a free software and open source license.

The Android operating system software stack consists of Java applications running 
on a Java based object oriented application framework on top of Java core 
libraries running on a Dalvik virtual machine featuring JIT compilation. Libraries 
written in C include the surface manager, OpenCore media framework, SQLite 
relational database management system, OpenGL ES 2.0 3D graphics API, 
WebKit layout engine, SGL graphics engine, SSL, and Bionic libc. The Android 
operating system consists of 12 million lines of code including 3 million lines of 
XML, 2.8 million lines of C, 2.1 million lines of Java, and 1.75 million lines of C++.
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AMAZON KINDLE

Background:
Amazon Kindle e-Book readers are being targeted as serious reading devices for 
serious readers.

URL:
1) http://www.amazon.com/kindle
2) http://www.collegedegrees.com/blog/2008/06/17/hack-your-kindle-100-tips-
resources-and-tutorials-to-get-more-out-of-the-amazon-kindle

Pluses:
1) Browser based on WebKit rendering engine
2) Features text-to-speech menu navigation
3) Low cost device
4) User base is accustomed to paying for most content
5) Kindle App deployed on many other devices

Minuses:
1) Non Color Display
2) WebKit browser is very experimental
3) Genius UX on the device requires user to learn quirky OS and keyboard 
shortcuts

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
The Kindle is a great reading device, and not much else, thatʼs the intent.

Notes:
Amazon Kindle is an e-book reader. More precisely, it is a software, hardware and 
network platform developed by Amazon.com (subsidiary Lab126) for the rendering 
and displaying of e-books and other digital media. Several hardware devices 
support this platform, including a main "Kindle" line and a parallel "Kindle DX" line. 

The most recent Kindle device is the third incarnation of the main line, officially 
named "Kindle", but usually referred to as "Kindle 3". Kindle 3 was released on 
August 27, 2010. User reports indicate that the new display on the Kindle 3 is 
noticeably superior to previous generations. The Kindle DX line features larger 
screens than the main Kindle line. It is marketed as more suitable for displaying 
newspaper and textbook content. Amazon has also introduced Kindle software for 
use on various devices and platforms, including Microsoft Windows, iOS, 
BlackBerry, Mac OS X (10.5 onwards) and Android. The Kindle hardware devices 
use an E Ink brand electronic paper display that features 16 shades of gray. This 
allows for a long battery life and easy readability. Content for the Kindle can be 
purchased online and downloaded wirelessly, using either standard Wi-Fi or 
Amazon's 3G "Whispernet" network. Whispernet is accessible without any monthly 
fee or wireless subscription, although fees can be incurred for the delivery of 
periodicals and other content when roaming internationally beyond the customer's 
home country. Through a service called "Whispersync", customers can 
synchronize reading progress, bookmarks and other information across Kindle 
hardware devices and other mobile devices.

The Kindle 3 Wi-Fi, is initially priced at US$139 / GB£109, and connects to the 
Internet exclusively via public or private Wi-Fi networks. The Kindle 3 3G is priced 
at US$189 / GB£149 and includes both 3G and Wi-Fi connectivity. The new Kindle 
with 3G is available in two colors: classic white and graphite. Both models use the 
new E ink "Pearl" display, which Amazon claims is 50% better in contrast - a claim 
that is backed up by early user reports. The third-generation Kindle is 0.5 inches 
shorter and 0.5 inches narrower than the Kindle 2. It supports additional fonts and 
international Unicode characters. Internal memory is expanded to 4 GB. The 
battery can allegedly last for up to one month of reading with the wireless radios 
turned off. On August 25, 2010, Amazon announced that the Kindle 3 was the 
fastest-selling Kindle ever.
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BARNES & NOBLE NOOK

Background:
The nook is an electronic book reader produced by Barnes & Noble and runs on 
the Android platform.

URL: 
1) http://www.barnesandnoble.com/nook
2) http://www.nookhacks.com

Pluses:
1) Runs on Android
2) Has a color touchscreen & larger e-Ink reading screen
3) Low cost for device
4) User base is accustomed to paying for most content
5) Nook App deployed on many other devices
6) LendMe Technology allows users to lend eBooks to friends who also use the 
Nook

Minuses:
1) Android not as stable
2) Non Color Display
3) WebKit browser is very experimental
4) Genius UX on the device requires user to learn quirky OS and keyboard 
shortcuts

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
The Barnes & Noble Nook is attempting to provide a better UX than the Amazon 
Kindle but promoting in-store events and access to titles while in a physical B&N 
store.

Notes:
The Barnes & Noble Nook (styled "nook") is a brand of electronic-book readers 
developed by American book retailer Barnes & Noble, based on the Android 
platform. The original device was announced in the United States on 20 October 
2009, and was released 30 November 2009 for US$259. The original Nook 
includes Wi-Fi and AT&T 3G wireless connectivity, a six-inch E Ink display, and a 
separate, smaller color touchscreen that serves as the primary input device. On 
June 21, 2010 Barnes & Noble reduced the Nook's price to US$199 and 
announced the launch of a new Wi-Fi-only model for US$149. On October 26, 
2010 the Nook Color was announced for a November 19, 2010 ship date.
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HTML5 MOBILE APPLICATION

Background:
HTML5 is the newest specification that most mobile browsers can render 
without many plug ins.

URL:
1) http://dev.w3.org/html5/spec/Overview.html
2) http://www.apple.com/ipad/ready-for-ipad
3) http://www.apple.com/webapps/whatarewebapps.html
4) http://www.apple.com/html5
5) http://developer.apple.com/safaridemos
6) http://sixrevisions.com/web-development/html5-iphone-app
7) http://touch.sproutcore.com/npr

Pluses:
1) OS & Hardware Platform independent
2) Available on any device with an internet connection
3) Updates can be deployed as soon as they are ready
4) Mobile devices can employ alternate CSS

Minuses:
1) Requires an internet connection to function
2) Web Mobile design must be customized for specific browsers, OSes, 
handsets & form factors
3) Must build application with Lowest Common Denominators in mind such 
as a degrading CSS

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
Good design reference. Apple leads the marketplace with strong Human 
Interface Guidelines.

Notes:
HTML5 is the next major revision of the HTML standard, currently under 
development. Like its immediate predecessors, HTML 4.01 and XHTML 
1.1, HTML5 is a standard for structuring and presenting content on the 
World Wide Web. The new standard incorporates features like video 
playback and drag-and-drop that have been previously dependent on third-
party browser plug-ins such as Adobe Flash and Microsoft Silverlight.
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CSS

Background:
Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) is a style sheet language used to describe 
the presentation semantics (the look and formatting) of a document written 
in a markup language. Its most common application is to style web pages 
written in HTML and XHTML, but the language can also be applied to any 
kind of XML document, including SVG and XUL.

URL:
1) http://www.w3.org/Style/CSS
2) http://www.w3schools.com/css 

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
The beauty of CSS is that it can be programmed to degrade gracefully on 
many devices.

Notes:
Indeed, CSS is designed primarily to enable the separation of document 
content (written in HTML or a similar markup language) from document 
presentation, including elements such as the layout, colors, and fonts.
[citation needed] This separation can improve content accessibility, provide 
more flexibility and control in the specification of presentation 
characteristics, enable multiple pages to share formatting, and reduce 
complexity and repetition in the structural content (such as by allowing for 
table-less web design). CSS can also allow the same markup page to be 
presented in different styles for different rendering methods, such as on-
screen, in print, by voice (when read out by a speech-based browser or 
screen reader) and on Braille-based, tactile devices. While the author of a 
document typically links that document to a CSS style sheet, readers can 
use a different style sheet, perhaps one on their own computer, to override 
the one the author has specified.

CSS specifies a priority scheme to determine which style rules apply if 
more than one rule matches against a particular element. In this so-called 
cascade, priorities or weights are calculated and assigned to rules, so that 
the results are predictable. The CSS specifications are maintained by the 
World Wide Web Consortium (W3C). Internet media type (MIME type) text/
css is registered for use with CSS by RFC 2318 (March 1998). The 
popularity of CSS as a design tool has increased exponentially and is now 
regarded as the premier system for website design.
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jQUERY

Background: 
jQuery is a fast and concise JavaScript Library that simplifies HTML 
document traversing, event handling, animating, and Ajax interactions for 
rapid web development.

URL: 
1) http://www.jquery.com
2) http://www.jquerymobile.com
3) http://www.jquerymobile.com/gbs

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
jQuery mobile framework takes the "write less, do more" mantra to the next 
level: Instead of writing unique apps for each mobile device or OS, the 
jQuery mobile framework will allow you to design a single highly branded 
and customized web application that will work on all popular smartphone 
and tablet platforms.

Notes:
jQuery is designed to change the way that you write JavaScript. jQuery is a 
cross-browser JavaScript library designed to simplify the client-side 
scripting of HTML. It was released in January 2006 at BarCamp NYC by 
John Resig. Used by over 31% of the 10,000 most visited websites, jQuery 
is the most popular JavaScript library in use today.

jQuery is free, open source software, dual-licensed under the MIT License 
and the GNU General Public License, Version 2. jQuery's syntax is 
designed to make it easier to navigate a document, select DOM elements, 
create animations, handle events, and develop Ajax applications. jQuery 
also provides capabilities for developers to create plugins on top of the 
JavaScript library. Using these facilities, developers are able to create 
abstractions for low-level interaction and animation, advanced effects and 
high-level, theme-able widgets. This contributes to the creation of powerful 
and dynamic web pages.

Microsoft and Nokia have announced plans to bundle jQuery on their 
platforms, Microsoft adopting it initially within Visual Studio for use within 
Microsoft's ASP.NET AJAX framework and ASP.NET MVC Framework 
while Nokia has integrated it into their Web Run-Time widget development 
platform. JQuery has also been used in MediaWiki since version 1.16.
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jQTOUCH

Background:
jQTouch is an Open Source JQuery plugin with native animations, 
automatic navigation, and themes for mobile WebKit browsers like IPhone, 
G1 (Android (operating system)), and Pre. It enables programmers to 
develop mobile applications with a native look and feel for the target device 
using HTML, CSS, and JavaScript/jQuery.

URL:
1) http://www.jqtouch.com
2) http://blog.jqtouch.com
3) http://code.google.com/p/jqtouch
4) http://www.jqtouch.com/preview/demos/main/#home
5) http://www.tuttoaster.com/create-an-iphone-optimised-website-using-
jqtouch
6) http://www.packtpub.com/article/build-iphone-android-ipad-applications-
jqtouch-jquery

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
Using jQTouch, many native iPhone application controls can be replicated 
within a mobile HTML5 website.

Notes:
jQTouch tries to emulate mobile platforms, like the iPhone SDK, as much 
possible even enabling the use of the Webkit application offline. jQTouch is 
a jQuery plugin with native animations, automatic navigation, and themes 
for mobile WebKit browsers like iPhone, G1, and Pre. Easy to install. Get 
up and running in a few minutes. jQTouch features:

1) Entirely customizable with selector options
2) Theme support, including default Apple and jQTouch custom themes
3) Callback functions throughout, including swipe and orientation change 
detection
4) Page history management and CSS3 page transitions, including 3d flip
5) Easily allow apps to run in fullscreen mode with custom icons and 
startup screens
6) The power of jQuery to build AJAX applications
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http://www.jqtouch.com
http://www.jqtouch.com
http://blog.jqtouch.com
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ADOBE FLASH

Background:
Adobe Flash is a multimedia platform used to add animation, video, and 
interactivity to Web pages. It is not available on any Apple iOS devices.

URL:
1) http://www.adobe.com/flash
2) http://www.apple.com/hotnews/thoughts-on-flash

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
Apple CEO Steve Jobs: “Sometimes when we get rid of things, people call 
us crazy….But sometimes you just have to pick the things that are going to 
be the right horse to ride forward….And Flash has had itʼs day…but 
HTML5 is starting emerge….The video looks better and it works better and 
you donʼt need a plug-in to run it. And while 75 percent of the video on the 
Web may be available in Flash, a lot of it is available in HTML5 as well.”

Notes:
Flash is frequently used for advertisements and games. More recently, it 
has been positioned as a tool for "Rich Internet Applications" ("RIAs"). 
Flash manipulates vector and raster graphics to provide animation of text, 
drawings, and still images. It supports bidirectional streaming of audio and 
video, and it can capture user input via mouse, keyboard, microphone, and 
camera. Flash contains an Object-oriented language called ActionScript. 
Flash content may be displayed on various computer systems and 
devices, using Adobe Flash Player, which is available free of charge for 
common Web browsers, some mobile phones and a few other electronic 
devices (using Flash Lite).
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DEVELOPMENT TECHNOLOGIES 

WEBKIT

Background:
WebKit is an open source layout engine designed to allow web browsers to 
render web pages.

URL:
1) http://www.webkit.org
2) http://www.quirksmode.org/webkit.html

Key Interaction/Takeaways: WebKit is widely used in many mobile 
devices, developing an mobile website optimized for WebKit browsers is 
recommended.

Notes:
WebKit is an open source web browser engine. WebKit is also the name of 
the Mac OS X system framework version of the engine that's used by 
Safari, Dashboard, Mail, and many other OS X applications. WebKit's 
HTML and JavaScript code began as a branch of the KHTML and KJS 
libraries from KDE. This website is also the home of S60's S60 WebKit 
development.

WebKit is a layout engine designed to allow web browsers to render web 
pages. The WebKit engine provides a set of classes to display web content 
in windows, and implements browser features such as following links when 
clicked by the user, managing a back-forward list, and managing a history 
of pages recently visited.

WebKit was originally created as a fork of KHTML as the layout engine for 
Apple's Safari; it is portable to many other computing platforms. Mac OS X 
and Windows are supported by the project. WebKit's WebCore and 
JavaScriptCore components are available under the GNU Lesser General 
Public License, and the rest of WebKit is available under a BSD-style 
license.
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DEVELOPMENT TECHNOLOGIES 

OBJECTIVE-C

Background:
Objective-C is a reflective, object-oriented programming language that is 
used primarily on Apple's Mac OS X and iOS: two environments based on 
the OpenStep standard, though not compliant with it.

URL:
1) http://developer.apple.com/library/mac/#documentation/Cocoa/
Conceptual/ObjectiveC/Introduction/introObjectiveC.html
2) http://www.otierney.net/objective-c.html

Key Interaction/Takeaways:
Objective-C is an excellent programming language yet can be complex 
and difficult to learn quickly.

Notes:
Objective-C, which adds Smalltalk-style messaging to the C programming 
language, is the primary language used for Apple's Cocoa API, and it was 
originally the main language on NeXT's NeXTSTEP OS. Generic 
Objective-C programs that do not utilize these libraries can also be 
compiled for any system supported by gcc or Clang.

Objective-C is a thin layer on top of C, and moreover is a strict superset of 
C; it is possible to compile any C program with an Objective-C compiler, 
and to freely include C code within an Objective-C class. Objective-C 
derives its object syntax from Smalltalk. All of the syntax for non-object-
oriented operations (including primitive variables, preprocessing, 
expressions, function declarations, and function calls) are identical to that 
of C, while the syntax for object-oriented features is an implementation of 
Smalltalk-style messaging.
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SPORTING NEWS OFFERINGS

SPORTINGNEWS.COM

39

Notes:
The newly redesigned SportingNews.com website features streamlined 
access to seven areas of content: NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, NCAAF, NCAAB 
and NASCAR. The expanded drop down menus not only feature second 
level navigation, specific news and articles are given prominence. 
Additionally, Super stories are given focus. The SN bar stays anchored to 
the bottom of the screen.

URL:
1) http://www.sportingnews.com

http://www.sportingnews.com
http://www.sportingnews.com
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M.SPORTINGNEWS.COM

40

Notes:
When a user points their mobile browser to m.sportingnews.com, they are 
taken to GO2Sports, Sporting Newsʼ current mobile website partner.

URL:
1) http://m.sportingnews.com

http://m.sportingnews.com
http://m.sportingnews.com
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SPORTING NEWS TODAY (iPAD)

41

Notes:
The Sporting News Today iPad app was created by Zinio and is updated 
everyday. Unfortunately, one must manually open the SportingNews app 
on the iPad each day and download the issue, which can range in size of 
10MB. For Wi-Fi only iPads, this can be tricky.

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-today/id386990523

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-today/id386990523
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-today/id386990523
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SPORTING NEWS BASEBALL (iOS)

42

Notes:
Zumobi has created four iOS applications for SportingNews covering MLB, 
NFL, NCAA Football and Nascar. The SN Baseball app is a free download, 
built and maintained by Zumobi. These apps are currently going through a 
redesign and should be updated soon.

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-baseball/id309813391

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-baseball/id309813391
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-baseball/id309813391
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SPORTING NEWS BASEBALL (iOS) 
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Notes:
After reviewing the usability and documenting the Sitemap for the Zumobi 
Sporting News Pro Baseball app, we see that while the content is not 
deep, the probability to get lost within the experience is high.

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-baseball/id309813391

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-baseball/id309813391
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-baseball/id309813391
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SPORTING NEWS PRO FOOTBALL (iOS)
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Notes:
Zumobi has created four iOS applications for SportingNews covering MLB, 
NFL, NCAA Football and Nascar. The Pro Football app is structured 
similarly to the Pro Baseball app, but the UI is slightly different. Our 
recommendation is that the UI is consistent throughout all four Zumobi iOS 
applications as well as the Zinio iPad app, the mobile and standard 
websites. 

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-pro-football/id300213367

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-pro-football/id300213367
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-pro-football/id300213367
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SPORTING NEWS NCAA FOOTBALL (iOS)
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Notes:
Zumobi has created four iOS applications for SportingNews covering MLB, 
NFL, NCAA Football and Nascar. The Sporting News NCAAF application is 
a bit cleaner in the overall experience. There is more white space, larger 
type and buttons along with simpler graphics. Still our recommendation is 
to have a consistent design and brand voice throughout the applications.

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-ncaa-football/id389377270

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-ncaa-football/id389377270
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-ncaa-football/id389377270
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SPORTING NEWS iOS NASCAR FOOTBALL
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Notes:
Zumobi has created four iOS applications for SportingNews covering MLB, 
NFL, NCAA Football and Nascar. The Sporting News NASCAR app is very 
simple and flat in itʼs organization and page hierarchy. This free application 
primarily pulls in a lot of articles and blog feeds.

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-nascar/id352850589

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-nascar/id352850589
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporting-news-nascar/id352850589
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SPORTING NEWS FACEBOOK PAGE
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Notes:
Sporting Newsʼ presence on Facebook as a Fan page offers links to 
content and interaction with fans. This presence on Facebook and 
relationship with fans has been a huge key to success for Sporting News. 
Sporting News Fantasy Gamesʼ Fan page simply lists links to the main 
website with a brief explanation of the change in service.

URL:
1) http://www.facebook.com/sportingnews
2) http://www.facebook.com/snfantasygames

http://www.facebook.com/sportingnews
http://www.facebook.com/sportingnews
http://www.facebook.com/snfantasygames
http://www.facebook.com/snfantasygames
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SPORTING NEWS FACEBOOK ORGANIZATION PAGE

48

Notes:
The Sporting News & Sporting New Radio Organization Pages provide 
information about the publication, radio shows, website and history.

URL:
1) http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sporting-News/104068362964496
2) http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sporting-News-Radio/
109413985751757

http://santram.net
http://santram.net
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sporting-News-Radio/109413985751757
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sporting-News-Radio/109413985751757
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sporting-News-Radio/109413985751757
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sporting-News-Radio/109413985751757
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TWITTER.COM/SPORTINGNEWS
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Notes:
SportingNews.com does not have a comprehensive page that lists all 
mobile offerings. Many websites feature mobile pages, which gives users a 
quick snapshot to all applications on all devices.

URL:
1) http://www.twitter.com/#!/sportingnews

http://www.twitter.com/#!/sportingnews
http://www.twitter.com/#!/sportingnews
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SPORTING NEWS ROWDY COMMUNITY BLOGS
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Notes:
Sporting News has moved their community 

URL:
1) http://www.rowdy.com

http://www.rowdy.com
http://www.rowdy.com
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SPORTINGNEWS.COM/MOBILE
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Notes:
SportingNews.com does not have a comprehensive page that lists all 
mobile offerings. Many websites feature mobile pages, which gives users a 
quick snapshot to all applications on all devices.

URL:
1) http://www.sportingnews.com/mobile

http://www.sportingnews.com/mobile
http://www.sportingnews.com/mobile
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ESPN.COM
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Notes:
ESPN.com is visited by thousands of people hourly. As such their website 
needs to appeal to a very wide range of people while remaining simple to 
use.

URL: http://www.espn.com

Background:
ESPN.com is the official website of ESPN and a division of ESPN Inc. 
Since launching in 1995 as ESPNet.SportsZone.com, the website has 
developed numerous sections including: Page 2, SportsNation, ESPN 
3.com, ESPN Motion, My ESPN, ESPN Sports Travel, ESPN Video 
Games, ESPN Insider, ESPN.com's Fanboard, ESPN Fantasy Sports, 
ESPNU.com, and ESPN Search. ESPN.com also has partnerships with 
MLB.tv, NBA.com, WNBA.com, NHL.com, Baseball America, Golf Digest, 
Scouts Inc., Jayski.com, USGA.org, Sherdog.com and Masters.org.

It also has sections devoted to certain sports including: the NHL, NFL, 
MLB, NBA, NASCAR, IRL, College, Golf and Soccer. Each section 
contains pages devoted to: scores, teams, schedules, standings, players, 
transactions, news wires, injures and columnists pages. ESPN.com's 
primary competitors are FoxSports.com, CBSSports.com, NBCSports.com, 
SI.com and SportingNews.com. 

Some notable ESPN.com columnists are John Buccigross, Chris 
Mortensen, John Clayton, Adam Schefter, Andy Katz, Bill Simmons, Len 
Pasquarelli, Jayson Stark, Buster Olney, Gene Wojciechowski, Scoop 
Jackson, Pat Forde, Jim Caple, and Michael Smith.

http://www.espn.com
http://www.espn.com
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ESPN.COM/MOBILE
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Notes:
ESPN.com has a comprehensive mobile offering page listing all of their 
mobile applications. ESPN.com displays two versions of their mobile site, 
one optimized for the iOS devices and one for all other mobile browsers.

URL: http://www.espn.com/mobile

Background:
ESPN.com is the official website of ESPN and a division of ESPN Inc. 
Since launching in 1995 as ESPNet.SportsZone.com, the website has 
developed numerous sections including: Page 2, SportsNation, ESPN 
3.com, ESPN Motion, My ESPN, ESPN Sports Travel, ESPN Video 
Games, ESPN Insider, ESPN.com's Fanboard, ESPN Fantasy Sports, 
ESPNU.com, and ESPN Search. ESPN.com also has partnerships with 
MLB.tv, NBA.com, WNBA.com, NHL.com, Baseball America, Golf Digest, 
Scouts Inc., Jayski.com, USGA.org, Sherdog.com and Masters.org.

It also has sections devoted to certain sports including: the NHL, NFL, 
MLB, NBA, NASCAR, IRL, College, Golf and Soccer. Each section 
contains pages devoted to: scores, teams, schedules, standings, players, 
transactions, news wires, injures and columnists pages. ESPN.com's 
primary competitors are FoxSports.com, CBSSports.com, NBCSports.com, 
SI.com and SportingNews.com. 

Some notable ESPN.com columnists are John Buccigross, Chris 
Mortensen, John Clayton, Adam Schefter, Andy Katz, Bill Simmons, Len 
Pasquarelli, Jayson Stark, Buster Olney, Gene Wojciechowski, Scoop 
Jackson, Pat Forde, Jim Caple, and Michael Smith.

http://www.espn.com/mobile
http://www.espn.com/mobile
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ESPN iOS APPLICATIONS
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Notes:
ESPN has released many native iOS applications, this list has been 
growing. 

URL: http://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/espn/id317469187

Background:
ESPN.com is the official website of ESPN and a division of ESPN Inc. 
Since launching in 1995 as ESPNet.SportsZone.com, the website has 
developed numerous sections including: Page 2, SportsNation, ESPN 
3.com, ESPN Motion, My ESPN, ESPN Sports Travel, ESPN Video 
Games, ESPN Insider, ESPN.com's Fanboard, ESPN Fantasy Sports, 
ESPNU.com, and ESPN Search. ESPN.com also has partnerships with 
MLB.tv, NBA.com, WNBA.com, NHL.com, Baseball America, Golf Digest, 
Scouts Inc., Jayski.com, USGA.org, Sherdog.com and Masters.org.

It also has sections devoted to certain sports including: the NHL, NFL, 
MLB, NBA, NASCAR, IRL, College, Golf and Soccer. Each section 
contains pages devoted to: scores, teams, schedules, standings, players, 
transactions, news wires, injures and columnists pages. ESPN.com's 
primary competitors are FoxSports.com, CBSSports.com, NBCSports.com, 
SI.com and SportingNews.com. 

Some notable ESPN.com columnists are John Buccigross, Chris 
Mortensen, John Clayton, Adam Schefter, Andy Katz, Bill Simmons, Len 
Pasquarelli, Jayson Stark, Buster Olney, Gene Wojciechowski, Scoop 
Jackson, Pat Forde, Jim Caple, and Michael Smith.

http://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/espn/id317469187
http://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/espn/id317469187
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ESPN iOS APPLICATIONS
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Notes:
ESPNʼs native iOS devices offer a simplified experience with large buttons, 
simple graphics, plenty of white buffer space and clear navigation tools.

URL: http://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/espn/id317469187

Background:
ESPN.com is the official website of ESPN and a division of ESPN Inc. 
Since launching in 1995 as ESPNet.SportsZone.com, the website has 
developed numerous sections including: Page 2, SportsNation, ESPN 
3.com, ESPN Motion, My ESPN, ESPN Sports Travel, ESPN Video 
Games, ESPN Insider, ESPN.com's Fanboard, ESPN Fantasy Sports, 
ESPNU.com, and ESPN Search. ESPN.com also has partnerships with 
MLB.tv, NBA.com, WNBA.com, NHL.com, Baseball America, Golf Digest, 
Scouts Inc., Jayski.com, USGA.org, Sherdog.com and Masters.org.

It also has sections devoted to certain sports including: the NHL, NFL, 
MLB, NBA, NASCAR, IRL, College, Golf and Soccer. Each section 
contains pages devoted to: scores, teams, schedules, standings, players, 
transactions, news wires, injures and columnists pages. ESPN.com's 
primary competitors are FoxSports.com, CBSSports.com, NBCSports.com, 
SI.com and SportingNews.com. 

Some notable ESPN.com columnists are John Buccigross, Chris 
Mortensen, John Clayton, Adam Schefter, Andy Katz, Bill Simmons, Len 
Pasquarelli, Jayson Stark, Buster Olney, Gene Wojciechowski, Scoop 
Jackson, Pat Forde, Jim Caple, and Michael Smith.

http://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/espn/id317469187
http://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/espn/id317469187
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CBS SPORTS
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Notes:
CBSSports.com has a well designed mobile page that lists out their mobile 
offerings: apps, alerts and video. The mobile website is optimized for 
iPhone browsers. This is an example of well coded CSS that detects the 
mobile device type.

URL:
1) http://www.cbssports.com
2) http://www.cbssports.com/mobile

Background:
CBSSports.com (formerly CBS SportsLine.com) started out in 1994 as 
SportsLine USA, and today is a CBS-owned website that provides sports 
scores, news, live and on-demand video, mobile apps, e-commerce, and 
information on fantasy leagues. 

Headquartered in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, it is considered one of the top 
sports websites, along with ESPN.com and Yahoo! Sports. It provides 
coverage of the National Football League, Major League Baseball, 
National Basketball Association, National Hockey League, NCAA College 
Basketball and College Football, plus many other professional, college, 
and high school sports. CBSSports.com also features many on-line 
columnists such as Gregg Doyel, Mike Freeman, Dennis Dodd and Ray 
Ratto, plus fantasy sports experts like Scott White, Jamey Eisenberg, and 
Dave Richard. Veteran Sportscasters Lesley Visser and Clark Kellogg also 
write columns for cbssports.com.

CBSSports.com operates as a unit of CBS Interactive and is considered 
the online presence of CBS Sports. The CBSSports.com porfolio of brands 
includes CBSSports.com, NCAA.com, MaxPreps, and the Official College 
Athletic Sitles from the CBSSports.com College Network. CBS Corporation 
(then Viacom) purchased SportsLine USA in 2004. On August 22, 2007, 
CBS SportsLine.com changed its name to CBSSports.com to better unify 
the CBS Sports brand across its television, online and mobile platforms.

http://www.cbssports.com
http://www.cbssports.com
http://www.cbssports.com/mobile
http://www.cbssports.com/mobile
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NBC SPORTS
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Notes:
While NBC Sports Mobileʼs website informs users of their mobile offerings, 
the design is not a engaging or informative as the others. Their mobile 
website is optimized for the iPhone browser.

URL:
1) http://nbcsports.msnbc.com
2) http://m.nbcsports.com

Background:
NBC Sports is the sports division of the NBC television network. Formerly 
"a service of NBC News," it broadcasts a diverse array of programs, 
including the Olympic Games, the NFL, the NHL, Notre Dame football, the 
PGA Tour, the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness, the USGA Championships, 
Wimbledon, and the French Open, among others. Other programming from 
outside producers is also presented on the network under the NBC Sports 
branding (such as coverage of the Ironman Triathlon).

Throughout the course of its history, NBC Sports has employed a number 
of iconic commentators, including Bob Costas, John Madden, Al Michaels, 
Cris Collinsworth, Vin Scully, Joe Garagiola, Tony Kubek, Bob Uecker, 
Marv Albert, Mary Carillo, Dick Enberg, Bud Collins, John McEnroe, Bryant 
Gumbel, Billy Packer, Al McGuire, Bob Wolff, Curt Gowdy, and Mel Allen.

http://nbcsports.msnbc.com
http://nbcsports.msnbc.com
http://m.nbcsports
http://m.nbcsports
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Notes:
Fox Sports describes their mobile offerings well and features a well 
designed mobile website, which is optimized for iOS browsers. The iPad 
will load the main website, while the iPhone and iTouch will display the 
optimized HTML5 site.

URL:
1) http://msn.foxsports.com
2) http://m.foxsports.com

Background:
Fox Sports is a division of the Fox Broadcasting Company (part of News 
Corporation). It was formed in 1994 with Fox's acquisition of broadcast 
rights to National Football League games. In subsequent years, it has 
televised the National Hockey League (1994–1999), Major League 
Baseball (1996–present), NASCAR (2001–present), and the Bowl 
Championship Series (2007–2010). 

Fox has become the exclusive home of the Daytona 500 after having 
alternated the event with NBC Sports throughout their first NASCAR 
contract. In partnership with co-owned motorsports cable network Speed, 
Fox has also broadcast the start of the Rolex 24 at Daytona and select 
Formula One races under Speed production since 2007, and also carries 2 
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series races per season transferred from 
Speed, produced under the NASCAR on Fox brand.

Fox Sports has been the exclusive broadcaster of the World Series since 
2000. A new contract announced on July 11, 2006, guarantees that Fox 
Sports will keep the World Series through the 2013 season. In 2010, Fox 
aired the UEFA Champions League Final, marking the network's first ever 
broadcast of soccer.

http://msn.foxsports.com
http://msn.foxsports.com
http://m.foxsports.com
http://m.foxsports.com
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Notes:
Sports Illustrated has done an impeccable job featuring and describing 
their mobile offerings. Each application is described well and looks great 
on multiple mobile devices, native apps and mobile web sites.

URL:
1) http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
2) http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile

Background:
Sports Illustrated is an American sports magazine owned by media 
conglomerate Time Warner. It has over 3.5 million subscribers and is read 
by 23 million adults each week, including over 18 million men. It was the 
first magazine with circulation over one million to win the National 
Magazine Award for General Excellence twice. Its swimsuit issue, which 
has been published since 1964, is now an annual publishing event that 
generates its own television shows, videos and calendars.

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile
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Notes:
Sports Illustrated Mobile is displayed on a HP Palm device with clear 
instructions for users to access their site via their mobile browser. 
Prominent placement is given to the iPhone Optimized badge.

URL:
1) http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
2) http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile

Background:
Sports Illustrated is an American sports magazine owned by media 
conglomerate Time Warner. It has over 3.5 million subscribers and is read 
by 23 million adults each week, including over 18 million men. It was the 
first magazine with circulation over one million to win the National 
Magazine Award for General Excellence twice. Its swimsuit issue, which 
has been published since 1964, is now an annual publishing event that 
generates its own television shows, videos and calendars.

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile
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Notes:
Sports Illustratedʼs mobile app is displayed, described and linked to via the 
Apple App Store. 

URL:
1) http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
2) http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile

Background:
Sports Illustrated is an American sports magazine owned by media 
conglomerate Time Warner. It has over 3.5 million subscribers and is read 
by 23 million adults each week, including over 18 million men. It was the 
first magazine with circulation over one million to win the National 
Magazine Award for General Excellence twice. Its swimsuit issue, which 
has been published since 1964, is now an annual publishing event that 
generates its own television shows, videos and calendars.

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile
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Notes:
Sports Illustratedʼs Football Book app is optimized for the iPad. The key to 
this application is that it takes advantage of the larger formatted screen as 
well as offering a significantly better experience to the user. The large 
screen size is a compelling reason for users and SI does a great job 
leveraging their content within this format.

URL:
1) http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
2) http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile

Background:
Sports Illustrated is an American sports magazine owned by media 
conglomerate Time Warner. It has over 3.5 million subscribers and is read 
by 23 million adults each week, including over 18 million men. It was the 
first magazine with circulation over one million to win the National 
Magazine Award for General Excellence twice. Its swimsuit issue, which 
has been published since 1964, is now an annual publishing event that 
generates its own television shows, videos and calendars.

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/mobile
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Notes:
The MLB mobile page is clearly designed with the end user in mind. 
Granted the design of this page is not as compelling as Sports Illustratedʼs 
or CBS Sportsʼ, users can clearly see what devices are supported and how 
to get MLB At Bat 2010. Most notable is that At Bat 2010 is optimized for 
the iPad. This requires more effort, but signals a strong message to the 
end user that MLB will deliver the best product on any device.

URL:
1) http://www.mlb.com
2) http://www.mlb.com/mobile
3) http://mlb.mlb.com/mobile/atbat/

Background:
MLB.com is the official site of Major League Baseball and is overseen by 
Major League Baseball Advanced Media, L.P. (a subsidiary of MLB). 
MLB.com is a source of baseball-related information, including baseball 
news, statistics, and sports columns. MLB.com is also a commercial site, 
providing online streaming video and streaming audio broadcasts of all 
Major League Baseball games to paying subscribers, as well as 
"gameday", a near-live streaming box score of baseball games for free. In 
addition, MLB.com sells official baseball merchandise, allows users to buy 
tickets to baseball games, runs fantasy baseball leagues (both free and 
paid), and runs auctions of baseball memorabilia.
MLB.com also contains the full, unabridged, official rules of the game.

This company is ready to play ball online. MLB Advanced Media (MLBAM) 
is the Internet and interactive media arm of Major League Baseball (MLB) 
and operates the leagueʼs Web site, MLB.com. The site offers news, 
schedules, standings, and statistics from around the league as well as 
information on each of MLBʼs 30 teams. The site also provides live audio 
and video game broadcasts for subscribers. In addition to subscription 
fees, MLBAM generates revenue through advertising and sponsorships, 
along with ticket sales through its Tickets.com subsidiary. (MLBAM sold 
more than 27 million MLB tickets online during the 2007 season.) The 
baseball league created MLBAM in 2000 through a unanimous vote of all 
30 teams.

http://www.mlb.com
http://www.mlb.com
http://www.mlb.com/mobile
http://www.mlb.com/mobile
http://mlb.mlb.com/mobile/atbat/
http://mlb.mlb.com/mobile/atbat/
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Notes:
Their mobile website is well designed with many platforms and OSes 
supported. MLB has a good understanding of their target demographic and 
the tools they have to use to help fans get their content on almost any 
mobile device.

URL:
1) http://www.mlb.com
2) http://www.mlb.com/mobile
3) http://mlb.mlb.com/mobile/atbat/

Background:
MLB.com At Bat 2010, the iPhone's most popular and award-winning 
sports App, is the place for all the up-to-the-moment Hot Stove news and 
analysis for your favorite MLB Clubs. The app is also available for iPad, 
Android and Blackberry all of which have most of the following features:
For the offseason, At Bat delivers expanded Hot Stove baseball coverage 
including:

1) Breaking news for every Club
2) Winter Meetings news coverage
3) Video highlight library searchable by player or team
4) Interactive rosters and player stats for every team
5) 2011 Schedules
6) 2010 Standings, Postseason results

Exclusively for iPad - Introducing a user-friendly news reader format to 
follow the latest news and analysis across baseball. Seamlessly flip 
through news articles from MLB.com's reporters and columnists, watch 
related video programming inline and use the share functionality to send 
articles to your friends.

http://www.mlb.com
http://www.mlb.com
http://www.mlb.com/mobile
http://www.mlb.com/mobile
http://mlb.mlb.com/mobile/atbat/
http://mlb.mlb.com/mobile/atbat/
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Notes:
BBC Sport is optimized for iOS devices and adheres to good mobile 
design standards.

URL: http://www.bbc.com/sport

Background:
BBC Sport is the sports division of the BBC. It became a fully dedicated 
division of the BBC in 2000. It incorporates programmes such as Match of 
the Day, Grandstand (discontinued in January 2007), Test Match Special, 
Ski Sunday, Rugby Special and coverage of Formula One motor racing, 
MotoGP and the Wimbledon Tennis Championships. BBC Sport's website 
is also the UK's biggest and most popular sport website and is increasingly 
adding video and audio coverage to its scores and text news services. 
BBC Sport provides radio coverage for BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 2, BBC 
Radio 4, BBC Radio Five Live and BBC World Service.

Due to the public status of the BBC, advertising is forbidden and as a 
result, sports matches covered by BBC Sport are not allowed to be 
sponsored, although the present commercialisation of sport makes this 
almost impossible in practice. In the face of increased competition from its 
rival broadcasters the BBC has softened its stance and is now 
contractually obliged to refer to certain competitions by their sponsored 
name under the terms of broadcasting rights deals.

BBC Sport launched a trial of the High Definition television format of the 
2006 Football World Cup in HDTV as part of a wider trial of that format by 
the BBC. With the official launch of BBC HD, live football matches and golf 
have led the channel's sports output, and the BBC is rumoured to be 
studying the possibility of airing Premier League highlights in HD. Roger 
Mosey, Director of BBC Sport, announced in January 2009 that the BBC's 
aim "is for all our sport production to be in HD by 2012 at the latest". BBC 
Sport Interactive was launched in June 2008 on BBC Red Button, it is 
available on digital cable, satellite and terrestrial by pressing the red button 
and selecting page 300.

http://www.bbc.com/sport
http://www.bbc.com/sport
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Notes:
Yahoo! Sports is optimized for iOS devices and adheres to good mobile 
design standards.

URL: http://www.sports.yahoo.com

Background:
Yahoo! Sports was launched on December 8, 1997. Prior thereto, certain 
elements of Yahoo! Sports were named Yahoo! Scoreboard. Yahoo! Sports 
is fed a majority of its information from STATS, Inc. Yahoo! Sports has 
various writers, along with team pages in almost every sport.

Yahoo! Sports covers many sports, including NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, 
College Football, College Basketball, NASCAR, Golf, Tennis, World 
Soccer, Arena Football, Boxing, CFL, Cycling, IndyCar, Major League 
Soccer, Motor sports, Olympics, NCAA Baseball, NCAA Hockey, NCAA 
Women's Basketball, WNBA, World Cup, Track & Field, Cricket (UK), 
Figure Skating, Rugby (UK), Swimming, Mixed Martial Arts, and Horse 
Racing. Yahoo! Sports also previously covered the now defunct ABL and 
WUSA.

Yahoo! Sports has many writers, including: Dan Wetzel, Adrian 
Wojnarowski, Jason Cole, Charles Robinson, Jeff Passan, Josh Peter, Tim 
Brown, Kevin Iole, Dave Meltzer, Bob Margolis, Jerry Bonkowski, John 
Murphy, Michael Silver, Matt Buser, Terry Bowden, Kenny Smith, Matt 
Romig, Martin Rogers, James C. Black, Brandon Funston, Greg Anthony, 
Cris Carter, Gordon Edes and Gerry Ahern.
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Notes:
Telemundo Deportes, which is written in Spanish, is optimized for iOS 
devices and adheres to good mobile design standards.

URL: http://msnlatino.telemundo.com/deportes

Background:
Telemundo is an American television network that broadcasts in Spanish. 
The network is the second-largest Spanish-language content producer in 
the world, and the second-largest Spanish-language network in the United 
States, behind Univision.

Telemundo reaches 93 percent of Hispanic and Latino American 
households in 142 markets via over-the-air, cable, and satellite television. 
An average of 1,035,000 total viewers (aged 2 and older) tuned in for its 
weekday prime time lineup during 2007.[3] Telemundo is the only Spanish-
language network that produces most of its telenovelas. Unlike Univision, 
which only has Spanish captions, many programs on Telemundo air with 
closed captions in both Spanish and English.

Telemundo was founded by Ángel Ramos with a television station in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico in 1954. Telemundo Communications Group, the 
network's parent company, is part of the NBC Universal division of General 
Electric, which paid $2.7 billion for Telemundo in 2002. Don Browne is 
Telemundo's president. Jeff Gaspin, who is president and COO of 
Universal Television Group, oversees the network. Telemundo has 1,800 
employees, and is headquartered at 2290 West 8th Avenue in Hialeah, a 
Miami, Florida suburb.

Its most broadcasted series were Pasion de Gavilanes (sold to 100 
countries), Zorro: La Espada y la Rosa (sold to 97 countries), ¿Dónde Está 
Elisa? (sold to 90 countries), Más Sabe el Diablo (sold to 70 countries), 
and El Rostro de Analia (sold to 50 countries).

http://msnlatino.telemundo.com/deportes
http://msnlatino.telemundo.com/deportes
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Notes: The Fielding Bible uses detailed statistics to uncover dee

URL:
1) http://www.fieldingbible.com

Background:
A Fielding Bible Award recognizes the best defensive player for each 
fielding position in Major League Baseball (MLB) based on statistical 
analysis. John Dewan and Baseball Info Solutions conduct the annual 
selection process. The awards are voted on by 10 sabermetrically inclined 
journalists and bloggers including Dewan, sabermetric pioneer Bill James, 
and writers such as Peter Gammons, Sports Illustrated's Joe Posnanski, 
and ESPN.com columnist Rob Neyer. The awards have historically been 
announced before the Gold Glove Awards, the traditonal measurement of 
fielding excellence. Dewan wrote that this award cannot equal the prestige 
of the Gold Glove, which started 50 years earlier, but it provides an 
alternative.

One important distinction that differentiates THE FIELDING BIBLE 
AWARDS from most other baseball awards, such as the Gold Gloves, is 
that there is only one winner at each position, including separate 
recognition for each outfield position, instead of separate winners for each 
league. The goal of THE FIELDING BIBLE AWARDS is to stand up and 
say: “Here is the best fielder at this position in Major League Baseball last 
season.” Another key feature of the system is that it also recognizes the 
runners-up for each position, instead of just focusing on the winners.

http://www.fieldingbible.com
http://www.fieldingbible.com
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Notes:
FanGraphs has a terrific iOS application chock full of in depth statistical 
analysis of sports information. The information is tightly packed, but they 
feature spreadsheets, graphs and statistical analysis well. Sporting News 
readers could greatly benefit if this information is properly included within 
their articles on the main and mobile websites, iOS applications and 
printed publications.

URL:
1) http://www.fangraphs.com

Background:
FanGraphs.com is a website run by Fangraphs Inc., located in Arlington, 
Virginia, and created and owned by David Appelman that provides 
statistics for every player in Major League Baseball history. The website, 
among other things, plots the course of every game, showing which hits 
and outs changed outcomes.

All major league baseball data on the website, including pitch type, 
velocity, batted ball location, and play-by-play data, are provided by 
Baseball Info Solutions. Minor league baseball data is provided by Major 
League Baseball Advanced Media, and distributed by STATS LLC. All Win 
Expectancy, Leverage Index, and Run Expectancy data are licensed from 
InsideTheBook.com. All Ultimate zone rating (UZR) calculations are 
provided by Mitchel Lichtman. Retrosheet.org play-by-play data prior to 
2002 was obtained free of charge from and is copyrighted by Retrosheet.

On September 18, 2009, Fangraphs Inc. launched an iPhone app in 
partnership with Hawk Ridge Consulting. Fangraphs has a number of 
content partners including ESPN, SB Nation and Fanhouse. Based on 
possible website ad revenue, at one point in 2009 the website value was 
estimated at US$75,007.50, when its daily pageview was 33,506 and its 
daily ad revenue was $102.75.

http://www.fangraphs.com
http://www.fangraphs.com
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Notes:
STATS, Inc., currently known as STATS LLC, is a global sports statistics 
and information company – the company name originated as an acronym 
for "Sports Team Analysis and Tracking Systems".

URL:
1) http://www.stats.com

Background:
STATS, Inc., was founded on April 30, 1981 by John Dewan, who became 
the company's CEO. STATS was an outgrowth of the grassroots non-profit 
Project Scoresheet, a volunteer network created to collect baseball 
statistics, prompted by a suggestion made by Bill James, who later joined 
STATS for a time. In 1987, STATS developed a reporter network for Major 
League Baseball and provided research for NBC's postseason baseball 
coverage, and by 1989 was doing the same for ESPN's broadcasts.

While the company initially focused only on baseball, in the 1990's they 
expanded their focus to the National Football League, the National 
Basketball Association, the National Hockey League, the Women's 
National Basketball Association and many other sports.

STATS was bought by Fox Sports in 2000, and is now a joint venture 
between News Corporation and Associated Press, which each hold 50% 
since the merger of STATS with AP Megasports in 2005. Since that time, 
the company has been known as STATS LLC.

On March 5, 2009, the company announced the purchase of the Jersey 
City-based PA SportsTicker wire service from Press Association, a UK 
news and information company. It had previously been owned by ESPN.

STATS LLC is headquartered in Northbrook, Illinois, with corporate offices 
in London, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Beijing, Bangalore, Dubai, Mexico City, 
Chicago, New York and Los Angeles. The company covers 85 sports 
leagues and over 55,000 events a year.

http://www.stats.com
http://www.stats.com
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Background:
FiveThirtyEight is a polling aggregation website with a blog created by 
Nate Silver. Sometimes colloquially referred to as 538.com or just 538, the 
website takes its name from the number of electors in the United States 
electoral college. Established on March 7, 2008 as FiveThirtyEight.com, in 
August 2010 the blog became a licensed feature of the New York Times 
online and renamed FiveThirtyEight: Nate Silver's Political Calculus.

URL:
1) http://www.fivethirtyeight.com

Notes:
During the presidential primaries and general election of 2008, the site 
compiled polling data through a unique methodology derived from Silver's 
experience in baseball sabermetrics to "balance out the polls with 
comparative demographic data" and "weighting each poll based on the 
pollster's historical track record, sample size, and recentness of the poll".

For the 2008 Presidential Election, FiveThirtyEight.com also used 
computer models to simulate the election 10,000 times per day in order to 
provide a continually up-to-date assessment of probability for electoral 
outcomes. The method proved to be highly accurate, as Silver correctly 
predicted the winner of 49 of the 50 states in the presidential election, as 
well as every Senate race in 2008.
After the 2008 election, the site has published articles – typically creating 
or analyzing statistical information – on a wide variety of topics in current 
politics and political news. These include a monthly update on the 
prospects for turnover in the U.S. Senate; federal economic policies; 
Congressional support for legislation; public support for health care reform, 
global warming legislation, gay rights; elections around the world; and 
numerous other topics.

On June 3, 2010, Nate Silver announced that in early August the blog 
would be "relaunched under a NYTimes.com domain". The transition took 
place on August 25, 2010, with the publication of Silver's first 
FiveThirtyEight blog article in the New York Times.

http://www.fivethirtyeight.com
http://www.fivethirtyeight.com
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Notes:
CNN, like Sports Illustrated, does a great job of listing their mobile apps 
and their availability. This speaks volumes to users that the CNN 
experience is available to them wherever they have a signal.

URL:
1) http://www.cnn.com
2) http://www.cnn.com/mobile/iphone
3) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cnn-app-for-iphone/id331786748

Background:
Cable News Network (CNN) is a U.S. cable news channel founded in 1980 
by Ted Turner. Upon its launch, CNN was the first channel to provide 24-
hour television news coverage, and the first all-news television channel in 
the United States. While the news channel has numerous affiliates, CNN 
primarily broadcasts from its headquarters at the CNN Center in Atlanta, 
the Time Warner Center in New York City, and studios in Washington, D.C. 
and Los Angeles. CNN is owned by parent company Time Warner, and the 
U.S. news channel is a division of the Turner Broadcasting System.

CNN is sometimes referred to as CNN/U.S. to distinguish the American 
channel from its international counterpart, CNN International. As of August 
2010, CNN is available in over 100 million U.S. households. Broadcast 
coverage extends to over 890,000 American hotel rooms, and the U.S 
broadcast is also shown in Canada. Globally, CNN programming airs 
through CNN International, which can be seen by viewers in over 212 
countries and territories.

http://www.cnn.com
http://www.cnn.com
http://www.cnn.com/mobile/iphone
http://www.cnn.com/mobile/iphone
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cnn-app-for-iphone/id331786748
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cnn-app-for-iphone/id331786748
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Notes:
The CNN iOS App is well designed example of providing headlines 
wrapped within a simple visual wrapper. The innovative iReport feature 
allows users to interact with the news giant and their viewers.

URL:
1) http://www.cnn.com
2) http://www.cnn.com/mobile/iphone
3) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cnn-app-for-iphone/id331786748

Background:
Cable News Network (CNN) is a U.S. cable news channel founded in 1980 
by Ted Turner. Upon its launch, CNN was the first channel to provide 24-
hour television news coverage, and the first all-news television channel in 
the United States. While the news channel has numerous affiliates, CNN 
primarily broadcasts from its headquarters at the CNN Center in Atlanta, 
the Time Warner Center in New York City, and studios in Washington, D.C. 
and Los Angeles. CNN is owned by parent company Time Warner, and the 
U.S. news channel is a division of the Turner Broadcasting System.

CNN is sometimes referred to as CNN/U.S. to distinguish the American 
channel from its international counterpart, CNN International. As of August 
2010, CNN is available in over 100 million U.S. households. Broadcast 
coverage extends to over 890,000 American hotel rooms, and the U.S 
broadcast is also shown in Canada. Globally, CNN programming airs 
through CNN International, which can be seen by viewers in over 212 
countries and territories.

http://www.cnn.com
http://www.cnn.com
http://www.cnn.com/mobile/iphone
http://www.cnn.com/mobile/iphone
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cnn-app-for-iphone/id331786748
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cnn-app-for-iphone/id331786748
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Notes:
When the website is accessed via the iPhoneʼs mobile browser, the user is 
presented with information about the iOS application and a link to the App 
Store.

URL:
1) http://www.etrade.com
2) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/e-trade-mobile-pro/id313259740

Background:
Trade anytime, anywhere¹ with E*TRADE Mobile Pro for iPhone™ and 
iPod® touch. E*TRADE Mobile Pro is one of the most powerful mobile 
trading applications ever. You get the same core functionality as your 
desktop, all fully synchronized with your online account in real time.
TRADE ANYTIME, ANYWHERE:

1) Free streaming real-time quotes with integrated charts
2) Breaking market news and commentary
3) Easy stock & options trading with market, limit, and advanced orders
4) Simplified account management from a single screen
5) The same live watch lists and portfolios you set up online
6) Quick cash transfers to and from any institution
7) With OS 3.0 you can set up stock price alerts from the quote details 
page, and receive push notifications for all Smart Alerts

With E*TRADE Mobile Pro, youʼll always be in touch with your accounts 
and your assets no matter where you go. SAFE & SECURE: Log on 
securely in seconds. Because none of your personal information is stored 
on your device, your account is safe—even if you lose your phone.

http://www.etrade.com
http://www.etrade.com
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/e-trade-mobile-pro/id313259740
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/e-trade-mobile-pro/id313259740


PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

IX
MOBILE APPS & SITES

ETRADE

78

Notes:
The iPad version of the ETRADE application takes advantage of the larger 
screen real estate. The modular widget design affords the user to drill 
down into information they deem most important. The UI could be 
improved, but this is an alternative example of how to display separate 
types of information within one large screen.

URL:
1) http://www.etrade.com
2) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/e-trade-mobile-pro/id313259740

Background:
Trade anytime, anywhere¹ with E*TRADE Mobile Pro for iPhone™ and 
iPod® touch. E*TRADE Mobile Pro is one of the most powerful mobile 
trading applications ever. You get the same core functionality as your 
desktop, all fully synchronized with your online account in real time.
TRADE ANYTIME, ANYWHERE:

1) Free streaming real-time quotes with integrated charts
2) Breaking market news and commentary
3) Easy stock & options trading with market, limit, and advanced orders
4) Simplified account management from a single screen
5) The same live watch lists and portfolios you set up online
6) Quick cash transfers to and from any institution
7) With OS 3.0 you can set up stock price alerts from the quote details 
page, and receive push notifications for all Smart Alerts

With E*TRADE Mobile Pro, youʼll always be in touch with your accounts 
and your assets no matter where you go. SAFE & SECURE: Log on 
securely in seconds. Because none of your personal information is stored 
on your device, your account is safe—even if you lose your phone.

http://www.etrade.com
http://www.etrade.com
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/e-trade-mobile-pro/id313259740
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/e-trade-mobile-pro/id313259740
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BLOOMBERG
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Notes:
The Bloomberg iOS application displays complex, financial information well 
along with headline news, audio and detailed help/instructions. As an 
example of a well coded iOS application, the universal code detects your 
device type and if installed on an iPad, the screen is resized to take full 
advantage of the space. The buttons and UI are well designed and 
information is visually easy to digest.

URL:
1) http://www.bloomberg.com

Background:
Bloomberg L.P. is a privately held financial software, news, and data 
company. Bloomberg makes up one third of the $16 billion global financial 
data market with estimated revenue of $6.6 billion. Bloomberg L.P. was 
founded by Michael Bloomberg (current Mayor of New York City) with the 
help of Thomas Secunda and other partners (Bloomberg's former 
coworkers from Salomon Brothers) in 1981 and a 30% ownership 
investment by Merrill Lynch. The company provides financial software tools 
such as analytics and equity trading platform, data services and news to 
financial companies and organizations around the world through the 
Bloomberg Terminal (via its Bloomberg Professional Service), its core 
money-generating product. Many customers use only a small fraction of 
the machinesʼ 30,146 functions. Bloomberg L.P. has grown to include a 
global news service, including television, radio, the Internet and printed 
publications.

http://www.bloomberg.com
http://www.bloomberg.com
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BLOOMBERG
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Notes:
The Bloomberg iOS application displays complex, financial information well 
along with headline news, audio and detailed help/instructions. As an 
example of a well coded iOS application, the universal code detects your 
device type and if installed on an iPad, the screen is resized to take full 
advantage of the space. The buttons and UI are well designed and 
information is visually easy to digest.

URL:
1) http://www.bloomberg.com

Background:
Bloomberg L.P. is a privately held financial software, news, and data 
company. Bloomberg makes up one third of the $16 billion global financial 
data market with estimated revenue of $6.6 billion. Bloomberg L.P. was 
founded by Michael Bloomberg (current Mayor of New York City) with the 
help of Thomas Secunda and other partners (Bloomberg's former 
coworkers from Salomon Brothers) in 1981 and a 30% ownership 
investment by Merrill Lynch. The company provides financial software tools 
such as analytics and equity trading platform, data services and news to 
financial companies and organizations around the world through the 
Bloomberg Terminal (via its Bloomberg Professional Service), its core 
money-generating product. Many customers use only a small fraction of 
the machinesʼ 30,146 functions. Bloomberg L.P. has grown to include a 
global news service, including television, radio, the Internet and printed 
publications.

http://www.bloomberg.com
http://www.bloomberg.com
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Notes:
Flipboard has run into some issues with their data sources. They have 
violated some terms of service and displayed content that technically 
belongs to other sites, companies and news outlets without proper 
permission.

URL:
1) http://www.flipboard.com

Background:
Flipboard is a social magazine that aggregates web links from your social 
circle, i.e. Twitter and Facebook, and displays the content in magazine 
form. Currently the free application is available only on the iPad. Flipboard 
has done a tremendous job of turning one dimensional twitter feeds, 
facebook status updates and RSS feeds and making them into a vibrant, 
social magazine. Centered around a simple concept and taking advantage 
of the iPadʼs gestures, the application helps transform content.

http://www.flipboard.com
http://www.flipboard.com
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FACEBOOK iOS APP
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Notes:
The Facebook iOS app is a very well designed application. The UI is 
simple and crisp as it mimics standards pushed by Apple. Users can 
quickly find the core information they desire via this application. Combining 
the standardized Facebook design within this mobile app has made it 
highly successful. 

URL:
1) http://www.facebook.com
2) http://www.facebook.com/mobile

Background:
Facebookʼs mobile website is highly functional and offers as close to a 
similar experience to ths user as the iOS app does. Users of the mobile 
site can access the same information and do almost as much as iOS app 
users. This mobile website is a prime example of how to develop a 
consistent experience over different devices and technologies.

http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com/mobile
http://www.facebook.com/mobile
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Notes:
The Facebook iOS app is a very well designed application. The UI is 
simple and crisp as it mimics standards pushed by Apple. Users can 
quickly find the core information they desire via this application. Combining 
the standardized Facebook design within this mobile app has made it 
highly successful. 

URL:
1) http://www.facebook.com
2) http://www.facebook.com/mobile

Background:
Facebookʼs mobile website is highly functional and offers as close to a 
similar experience to ths user as the iOS app does. Users of the mobile 
site can access the same information and do almost as much as iOS app 
users. This mobile website is a prime example of how to develop a 
consistent experience over different devices and technologies.

http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com/mobile
http://www.facebook.com/mobile
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Notes:
EA Mobile is an American video game development studio of the publisher 
Electronic Arts (EA).

URL:
1) http://www.eamobile.com

Background:
The studio's primary business is producing games for mobile phones. It 
has also produced other entertainment-related software such as ringtone 
applications, as well as games for other platforms such as PDAs and 
personal computers. EA Mobile produces games in a wide variety of 
genres, such as fighting games, puzzle games, and sports titles. Their 
most well-known products to date include The Sims, Need For Speed, 
FIFA Soccer and Madden Football as well as a mobile conversion of the 
widely-known puzzle game Bejeweled, a conversion for Pocket PC of the 
PC game Worms World Party and their NFL, NBA, and MLB -branded 
games, in addition to holding the license for the mobile version of Tetris. 
They have relationships with all major North American wireless service 
carriers, such as Sprint, Verizon, and Cingular, as well as many minor 
North American and some major European and Asian carriers. They have 
offices in Los Angeles, Montreal, London, Tokyo, Hyderabad, Honolulu, 
Bucharest and São Paulo.

As a publishing company in the wireless video game industry, EA Mobile's 
primary service is linking game developers, who generally develop the 
games from idea to playable software, with wireless telecommunications 
service providers or "carriers", who sell the games to their customers. To 
this end, they maintain strong relationships with major companies in both 
groups. In addition, they create, purchase, and maintain proprietary 
software libraries to aid developers with whom they have working 
relationships, a common practice among electronic game publishers. They 
also do the majority of the work regarding quality assurance for their 
games.

http://www.eamobile.com
http://www.eamobile.com
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THE DAILY BEAST
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Notes:
The Daily Beast is an American news reporting and opinion website 
founded and published by Tina Brown, former editor of Vanity Fair and The 
New Yorker as well as the short-lived Talk Magazine. About one-third of its 
content is original, while the rest is aggregated links to articles written by 
other news outlets.

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-daily-beast/id359917651

Background:
The Daily Beast was launched on October 6, 2008, and is owned by IAC. 
Edward Felsenthal, a former Wall Street Journal editor, is the site's 
executive editor, and Stephen Colvin is its president. The name of the site 
is derived from that of the fictional newspaper in Evelyn Waugh's novel 
Scoop. On November 12, 2010, The Daily Beast and Newsweek 
announced a merger deal, creating the combined company "The Daily 
Beast Newsweek Publishing."

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-daily-beast/id359917651
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-daily-beast/id359917651
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MTV NEWS
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Notes:
MTV News is the news division of MTV, one of the first and most popular 
music television network in the U.S., as well as some of MTV's related 
channels around the world.

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mtv-news/id373174152

Background:
MTV News began in the late 1980s with the program The Week In Rock, 
hosted by Kurt Loder, the first official MTV News correspondent. The main 
opening theme for The Week In Rock has been since 1990 the opening riff 
to Megadeth's Peace Sells. It first began covering political news in the 
1992 American presidential elections, through its "Choose or Lose 
campaign. Since then, MTV has run "Choose or Lose" for other 
presidential elections in the United States. For the 2008 election, Barack 
Obama and Hillary Clinton appeared on an MTV special to discuss the Iraq 
war.

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mtv-news/id373174152
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mtv-news/id373174152
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Notes:
The Guardian (formerly known as The Manchester Guardian) is a British 
national daily newspaper owned by the Guardian Media Group.

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-guardian/id340425655

Background:
Founded in 1821, it is unique among major British daily newspapers in 
being owned by a foundation (the Scott Trust, via the Guardian Media 
Group). It is known for its left-of-centre political stance. At the 2010 election 
it supported the Liberal Democrats. The Guardian had a certified average 
daily circulation of 283,063 copies in March 2010, behind The Daily 
Telegraph and The Times, but ahead of The Independent.

The website, guardian.co.uk, is one of the highest-traffic English-language 
news websites. According to its editor, The Guardian has the second 
largest online readership of any English-language newspaper in the world, 
after the New York Times. The Guardian Weekly, which circulates 
worldwide, contains articles from The Guardian and its sister Sunday 
paper The Observer, as well as reports, features and book reviews from 
The Washington Post and articles translated from Le Monde.

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-guardian/id340425655
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-guardian/id340425655
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Notes:
The Huffington Post is a American news website and content aggregating 
blog founded by Arianna Huffington, Kenneth Lerer, and Jonah Peretti, 
featuring various news sources and columnists. 

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/huffingtonpost-com/id306621789

Background:
The site offers coverage of politics, media, business, entertainment, living, 
style, the green movement, world news, and comedy, and has news, 
blogs, and original content. The Huffington Post was launched on May 9, 
2005, as a commentary outlet and alternative to news websites like the 
Drudge Report.

In 2008, the site launched its first local version, HuffPost Chicago; HuffPost 
New York launched in June, 2009, HuffPost Denver launched on 
September 15, 2009, and HuffPost Los Angeles launched on December 2, 
2009. The Huffington Post has an active community, with over one million 
comments made on the site each month. Prior to The Huffington Post, 
Huffington hosted a website called Ariannaonline.com. Her first foray into 
the Internet was a website called Resignation.com, which called for the 
resignation of President Bill Clinton and was a rallying place for 
conservatives opposing Clinton.

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/huffingtonpost-com/id306621789
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/huffingtonpost-com/id306621789
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Notes:
Sephora is a chain of cosmetics stores founded in France in 1969 and 
acquired by Paris-based conglomerate LVMH in 1997.

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sephora-to-go/id393328150

Background:
The Sephora chain includes more than 750 stores in 21 countries. It 
carries over 250 brands of items that include makeup, skin care, fragrance, 
bath, hair products, hair tools, and other beauty accessories, including 
Sephora's own private label.

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sephora-to-go/id393328150
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sephora-to-go/id393328150
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Notes:
News360 delivers headlines and back stories from more than 300+ 
newspapers and magazines in one intuitive stream, personalized to your 
location.

URL:
1) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/news360/id394648566

Background:
Feast on eye-popping photos and snack on articles that give you multiple 
takes on a single story about people, news and brands. Share feeds with 
friends via Facebook or Twitter, or use News360 cleverly: to break the ice, 
impress the jaded and change opinion. Key highlights:

1) Enjoy English-speaking news streams, live, from respected sources 
around the globe and around the corner
2) Read the hottest stories from an ever-expanding range of sources, 
political, cultural and social, collected by sophisticated linguistic algorithms 
3) Dive deeper into the details about people, brands, with hyperlinks to 
detailed dossiers
4) Add the people or companies you want to track to your Favorites Follow 
on Twitter @mynews360 or on Facebook to get the latest news and 
updates about News360.

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/news360/id394648566
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/news360/id394648566
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AIRBNB
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Notes:
The Airbnb App allows everyone to list, discover, and book any of these 
distinctive spaces - from a private apartment to a private island - directly 
from your Web Browser, iPhone or iPod Touch.

URL:
1) http://www.airbnb.com

Background:
Unlock the doors to inspiring and unique accommodations around the 
world with the Airbnb App! Airbnb is a trusted community marketplace that 
connects you with people who have space for rent. Features & 
Capabilities:

1) Book space directly from your iPhone in a few simple clicks
2) Find out what your place is worth, and start earning cash renting out 
your space
3) Score Daily Deals on inspiring listings
4) Select “Find a place, tonight!” for last minute availability
5) Browse amazing Collections to see our most distinctive properties
6) Instantly access your upcoming itinerary, complete with directions to 
your destination
7) Message guests and hosts directly from your phone

With over 50,000 listings for rent in more than 8000 cities and 166 
countries, we offer the widest variety of accommodations at any price 
point, anywhere. And by facilitating all bookings and financial transactions, 
we make filling and reserving space easy. Follow us on Twitter at http://
twitter.com/airbnb Learn more about Airbnb and the Airbnb App at http://
airbnb.com/iphone

http://www.airbnb.com
http://www.airbnb.com
http://twitter.com/airbnb
http://twitter.com/airbnb
http://twitter.com/airbnb
http://twitter.com/airbnb
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Notes:
The Airbnb App allows everyone to list, discover, and book any of these 
distinctive spaces - from a private apartment to a private island - directly 
from your Web Browser, iPhone or iPod Touch.

URL:
1) http://www.airbnb.com

Background:
Unlock the doors to inspiring and unique accommodations around the 
world with the Airbnb App! Airbnb is a trusted community marketplace that 
connects you with people who have space for rent. Features & 
Capabilities:

1) Book space directly from your iPhone in a few simple clicks
2) Find out what your place is worth, and start earning cash renting out 
your space
3) Score Daily Deals on inspiring listings
4) Select “Find a place, tonight!” for last minute availability
5) Browse amazing Collections to see our most distinctive properties
6) Instantly access your upcoming itinerary, complete with directions to 
your destination
7) Message guests and hosts directly from your phone

With over 50,000 listings for rent in more than 8000 cities and 166 
countries, we offer the widest variety of accommodations at any price 
point, anywhere. And by facilitating all bookings and financial transactions, 
we make filling and reserving space easy. Follow us on Twitter at http://
twitter.com/airbnb Learn more about Airbnb and the Airbnb App at http://
airbnb.com/iphone

http://www.airbnb.com
http://www.airbnb.com
http://twitter.com/airbnb
http://twitter.com/airbnb
http://twitter.com/airbnb
http://twitter.com/airbnb
http://airbnb.com/iphone
http://airbnb.com/iphone
http://airbnb.com/iphone
http://airbnb.com/iphone
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Notes:
AARP operates as a non-profit advocate for its members and as one of the 
most powerful lobbying groups in the United States, and it also sells 
insurance, investment funds and other financial products. 

URL:
1) http://www.aarp.com
2) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/aarp/id394286729

Background:
AARP, formerly the American Association of Retired Persons, is a United 
States-based non-governmental organization and interest group, founded 
by Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus in 1958 and based in Washington, D.C. 
According to its mission statement, it is "a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
membership organization for people age 50 and over ... dedicated to 
enhancing quality of life for all as we age," which "provides a wide range of 
unique benefits, special products, and services for our members." AARP 
claims over 40 million members, making it one of the largest membership 
organizations in the United States.

http://www.aarp.com
http://www.aarp.com
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/aarp/id394286729
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/aarp/id394286729
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Notes:
AARP operates as a non-profit advocate for its members and as one of the 
most powerful lobbying groups in the United States, and it also sells 
insurance, investment funds and other financial products. 

URL:
1) http://www.aarp.com
2) http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/aarp/id394286729

Background:
AARP, formerly the American Association of Retired Persons, is a United 
States-based non-governmental organization and interest group, founded 
by Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus in 1958 and based in Washington, D.C. 
According to its mission statement, it is "a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
membership organization for people age 50 and over ... dedicated to 
enhancing quality of life for all as we age," which "provides a wide range of 
unique benefits, special products, and services for our members." AARP 
claims over 40 million members, making it one of the largest membership 
organizations in the United States.

http://www.aarp.com
http://www.aarp.com
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/aarp/id394286729
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/aarp/id394286729
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LUFTHANSA
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Notes:
Lufthansa offers a simple mobile experience. This web application is easy 
to use with focus upon the large action buttons. While the text on the 
screen is too much, the response time is quick. Lufthansa has also built 
specialized applications for the iPhone, BlackBerry, Nokia and Android.

URL:
1) http://www.lufthansa.com
2) https://www.myskystatus.com

Background:
Deutsche Lufthansa AG is the flag carrier of Germany and the largest 
airline in Europe in terms of overall passengers carried. The name of the 
company is derived from Luft (the German word for "air"), and Hansa (after 
Hanseatic League, the powerful medieval trading group).

The airline is the world's fifth-largest airline in terms of overall passengers 
carried, operating services to 18 domestic destinations and 183 
international destinations in 78 countries across Africa, Americas, Asia and 
Europe. It is also Germany's largest and 2nd largest in Europe. Together 
with its partners Lufthansa services around 410 destinations. With over 
722 aircraft it has the third-largest passenger airline fleet in the world when 
combined with its subsidiaries. Lufthansa is a founding member of Star 
Alliance, the world's largest airline alliance formed in 1997. The Lufthansa 
Group operates more than 500 aircraft and employs worldwide 105,261 
people of 146 nationalities (31 December 2007). In 2008, 70.5 million 
passengers flew with Lufthansa (not including Germanwings, BMI, AUA, 
Brussels Airlines).

http://www.lufthansa.com
http://www.lufthansa.com
https://www.myskystatus.com
https://www.myskystatus.com
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DROPBOX
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Notes:
Dropbox is a Web-based file hosting service operated by Dropbox, Inc. 
which uses cloud computing to enable users to store and share files and 
folders with others across the Internet using file synchronization.

URL:
1) http://www.dropbox.com

Background:
Dropbox was founded in 2007 by MIT graduates Drew Houston and Arash 
Ferdowsi as a Y Combinator startup.

There are both free and paid services, each with varying options. In 
comparison to similar services, Dropbox offers a relatively large number of 
user clients across a variety of desktop and mobile operating systems. 
There are a total of 10 clients, including versions for Microsoft Windows, 
Mac OS X, and Linux (official and unofficial), as well as versions for mobile 
devices, such as the iPhone, iPad, Android, and BlackBerry, and a web-
based client for when no local client is installed. Dropbox uses the 
Freemium financial model and its free service provides 2 GB of free online 
storage. The service's major competitors are Box.net, Sugarsync, Mozy, 
ZumoDrive and Google Docs.

http://www.dropbox.com
http://www.dropbox.com
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CONAN OʼBRIEN
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Notes:
Conan O'Brien has been hugely successful with amassing a loyal following 
that interacts with him over the internet. 

URL:
1) http://www.teamcoco.com

Background:
Conan Christopher O'Brien (born April 18, 1963) is an American television 
host, comedian, writer, producer and performer. He is currently the host of 
Conan, a late-night talk show that airs on the American cable television 
station TBS.

O'Brien was born in Brookline, Massachusetts and raised in an Irish 
Catholic family. He landed his first comedy job as a writer for the sketch 
comedy series Not Necessarily the News, after first serving as president of 
the Harvard Lampoon while attending Harvard University. After graduating, 
he moved to Los Angeles, where he wrote for several comedy shows, and 
later moved to New York City to work on the writing staff of Saturday Night 
Live, and later for The Simpsons. O'Brien went on to serve as host of Late 
Night with Conan O'Brien from 1993 to 2009, before going on to host the 
short-lived Tonight Show with Conan O'Brien for seven months.

On April 12, 2010, it was announced that O'Brien would begin hosting a 
new late-night talk show on cable TV network TBS, with the series 
beginning on November 8, 2010.

http://www.teamcoco.com
http://www.teamcoco.com
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FOURSQUARE

Notes:
Foursquare is a location based social network that incorporates gaming 
elements.

URL:
1) http://www.foursquare.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/Symbian/webOS/Windows Phone 7/BlackBerry app. 

Statistics:
3million + users, 21,378 visits per month, 16,379 people per month,  API 
Available, The free service was launched 2009.

Background:
Users share their location with friends by “checking in” via a smartphone 
app or by text message. Points are awarded for checking in at various 
venues. Users can connect their Foursquare accounts to their Twitter and 
Facebook accounts, which can update when a check in is registered. By 
checking in a certain number of times, or in different locations, users can 
collect virtual badges. In addition, users who have checked in the most 
times at a certain venue will be crowned “Mayor” until someone surpasses 
their number. Various venues have embraced Foursquare, and offer 
special deals to users who are “mayors”.

99

http://www.foursquare.com
http://www.foursquare.com
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Notes:
Foursquare is a location based social network that incorporates gaming 
elements.

URL:
1) http://www.foursquare.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/Symbian/webOS/Windows Phone 7/BlackBerry app. 

Statistics:
3million + users, 21,378 visits per month, 16,379 people per month,  API 
Available, The free service was launched 2009.

Background:
Users share their location with friends by “checking in” via a smartphone 
app or by text message. Points are awarded for checking in at various 
venues. Users can connect their Foursquare accounts to their Twitter and 
Facebook accounts, which can update when a check in is registered. By 
checking in a certain number of times, or in different locations, users can 
collect virtual badges. In addition, users who have checked in the most 
times at a certain venue will be crowned “Mayor” until someone surpasses 
their number. Various venues have embraced Foursquare, and offer 
special deals to users who are “mayors”.
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FACEBOOK

Notes:
Facebook is the worldʼs largest social network, with over 500 million users.

URL:
1) http://www.facebook.com 

Availability:
iOS/Android/Symbian/webOS/Windows Phone 7/BlackBerry

Statistics:
500 + million users. API Available, Launched 2004 

Background:
Facebook was founded by Mark Zuckerberg in February 2004, initially as 
an exclusive network for Harvard students. It was a huge hit: in 2 weeks, 
half of the schools in the Boston area began demanding a Facebook 
network. Zuckerberg immediately recruited his friends Dustin Moskowitz 
and Chris Hughes to help build Facebook, and within four months, 
Facebook added 30 more college networks.
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FLICKR

Notes:
Flickr is almost certainly the best online photo management and sharing 
application in the world.

URL:
1) http://www.flickr.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/Symbian/webOS/Windows Phone 7/BlackBerry

Statistics:
18.4 million users. 68,028,116 visits per month, API Available, Launched 
2004

Background:
Former game designers Stewart Butterfield and Caterina Fake created 
Flickr, an online photo sharing network, in 2004. Users have the option of 
making their pictures private or public, where 80% of these pictures are 
public. Other features include maps to track where and when photos were 
taken, tagging, and commenting on photos, and the ability to create 
postcards and other products. Free (users can upload 100MB of images 
per month and 2 videos. Pro ($24.95/year)  Allows users to upload 
unlimited number of images and videos , and receive unlimited bandwidth 
and storage. Also, Pro users receive ad-free brewing and can access their 
account statistics. Yahoo purchased Flickr for $35 million in March of 2005. 
Since then Flickr continues to compete with other photo-sharing giant 
Photobucket.
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FLICKR
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Notes:
Flickr is almost certainly the best online photo management and sharing 
application in the world.

URL:
1) http://www.flickr.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/Symbian/webOS/Windows Phone 7/BlackBerry

Statistics:
18.4 million users. 68,028,116 visits per month, API Available, Launched 
2004

Background:
Former game designers Stewart Butterfield and Caterina Fake created 
Flickr, an online photo sharing network, in 2004. Users have the option of 
making their pictures private or public, where 80% of these pictures are 
public. Other features include maps to track where and when photos were 
taken, tagging, and commenting on photos, and the ability to create 
postcards and other products. Free (users can upload 100MB of images 
per month and 2 videos. Pro ($24.95/year)  Allows users to upload 
unlimited number of images and videos , and receive unlimited bandwidth 
and storage. Also, Pro users receive ad-free brewing and can access their 
account statistics. Yahoo purchased Flickr for $35 million in March of 2005. 
Since then Flickr continues to compete with other photo-sharing giant 
Photobucket.
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FLICKR
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Notes:
Flickr is almost certainly the best online photo management and sharing 
application in the world.

URL:
1) http://www.flickr.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/Symbian/webOS/Windows Phone 7/BlackBerry

Statistics:
18.4 million users. 68,028,116 visits per month, API Available, Launched 
2004

Background:
Former game designers Stewart Butterfield and Caterina Fake created 
Flickr, an online photo sharing network, in 2004. Users have the option of 
making their pictures private or public, where 80% of these pictures are 
public. Other features include maps to track where and when photos were 
taken, tagging, and commenting on photos, and the ability to create 
postcards and other products. Free (users can upload 100MB of images 
per month and 2 videos. Pro ($24.95/year)  Allows users to upload 
unlimited number of images and videos , and receive unlimited bandwidth 
and storage. Also, Pro users receive ad-free brewing and can access their 
account statistics. Yahoo purchased Flickr for $35 million in March of 2005. 
Since then Flickr continues to compete with other photo-sharing giant 
Photobucket.
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CRAIGSLIST

Notes:
craigslist provides local classifieds and forums for jobs, housing, for sale, 
personals, services, local community, and events.

URL:
1) http://www.craigslist.org

Availability:
Windows/Android app/iOS/Symbian/webOS/Windows Phone 7/BlackBerry 
app

Statistics:
52.3 million users in US. Serves over 20 billion page views per month, 
making it 33rd place among websites worldwide and 7th place among web 
sites in the US with over 49.4 million unique Monthly Visitors in the US 
alone. API not available. Free Service, Launched 1995

Background:
Craigslist is a supremely popular listings site. Craigslist was founded by 
Craig Newmark in March, 1995, as an email list site for San Francisco and 
Bay Area events. In June 2000, it added its second city, Boston, and then 
expanded to the major metropolitan cities in August 2000. As of February 
2008, Craiglist now covers 450 in 50 US States and 50 Countries. Serves 
no ads and stresses a non-corporate culture. It has only 25 employees, all 
based in San Francisco, and makes money off job ads in 10 cities, as well 
as brokered apartment listings in NYC. In April 2008 Ebay sued Craigslist 
over stock dilution issues.
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GROUPON

Notes: Groupon is currently speculated to be imminently purchased by 
Google.

URL:
1) http://www.groupon.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/BlackBerry/webOS/Windows 7/

Statistics:
4.5 million users in the US. API available, Free Service, Launched 2008

Background:
Features a daily deal on the best stuff to do, see, eat, and buy in over 150 
cities worldwide. They do this by promising businesses a minimum number 
of customers. Therefore, offering deals that aren't available anywhere else. 
To date, it has saved consumers more than $300 million. 

Groupon originated the concept of using collective buying to get a daily 
deal on local goods and services, and is an outgrowth of ThePoint.com, an 
online community launched in 2007 for organizing all forms of group action 
and fund-raising around a “tipping point” of required participants.

106

http://www.groupon.com
http://www.groupon.com


PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

X
NOTABLE SUCCESSFUL SERVICES

LIVINGSOCIAL

Notes:
LivingSocial Deals has a deal per day in multiple cities of up to 90% off at 
restaurants, bars, spas, comedy clubs, sporting events, theaters, classes, 
etc.

URL:
1) http://www.livingsocial.com

Availability:
iOS/Android

Statistics:
Extensive user base of more than 85 million. API not available, Free 
Service Launched 2007

Background:
LivingSocial is the social commerce leader behind LivingSocial Deals, a 
group buying program that invites people and their friends to save up to 90 
percent each day at their favorite restaurants, spas, sporting events, hotels 
and other local attractions in major cities. LivingSocial promotes new deal 
each day to its members who subscribe via email. Offers deals in over 52 
cities. LivingSocial has an extensive user base of more than 85 million, 
and is headquartered in Washington, D.C. To sign up for Deals in your city, 
or to find out more information about LivingSocial, visit 
www.livingsocial.com. You can also follow LivingSocial on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/livingsocial.
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LINKEDIN

Notes:
LinkedIn strengthens and extends your existing network of trusted 
contacts. LinkedIn is a networking tool that helps you discover inside 
connections.

URL:
1) http://www.linkedin.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/Windows 7/webOS/BlackBerry/Symbian

Statistics:
More than 75 million users. API available, FreeService Launched 2003 

Background:
Professional networking site that allows member to create business 
contacts, search for jobs, and find potential clients. Users can create their 
own professional profile to be viewed by others in their network.  Users can 
invite anon to join their list of connections, further expanding their 
professional network.

With more than 67 million users representing 150 industries around the 
world, LinkedIn is a fast-growing professional networking site that allows 
members to create business contacts, search for jobs, and find potential 
clients. Individuals have the ability to create their own professional profile 
that can be viewed by others in their network, and also view the profiles of 
their own contacts. Competitors to LinkedIn include sites such as XING, 
Doostang and Ecademy. Of note, LinkedIn won two Webby awards in 2007 
for services and social networking.
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MEETUP

Notes:
Helps groups of people with shared interests plan meetings and form 
offline clubs in local communities around the world.

URL:
1) http://www.meetup.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/Blackberry

Statistics:
Over 6.5 million people have created and joint local Meet up Groups. 
These groups have held over 1 million local Meetups. API available, Free 
Service Launched 2001. 

Background:
Social networking portal that creates offline group meetings in various 
locations around the world. Members find and join groups by common 
interest and arrange a place and time to meet in the users' ZIP code area.  
Meetup is a local community organizing network. Over 6.5 million people 
have created and joined long-lasting local Meetup Groups around shared 
interests and purposes. These groups and clubs have held over 1 million 
local meetups.
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MINT

Notes:
Free personal finance software to assist you to manage your money, 
financial planning, and budget planning tools. Achieve your financial goals 
with Mint.

URL:
1) http://www.mint.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/Blackberry/Symbian/webOS

Statistics:
Over 1 million users. 370,000 visitors per month in U.S. API not available, 
Free Service Launched in 2007.

Background:
Free online personal finance service that is aimed to make managing and 
saving money online easy and secure.  Service is accessible anywhere, 
anytime over the web. Users register anonymously using only a valid email 
address and the site automatically pull bank, credit card,  mortgage, loan 
and investment transactions from over 7,500 US financial institutions daily, 
keeping users up-to-date with their finances with no data entry, import or 
synching required. Touted as “easy and secure way to manage and save 
money online.” Mint.com was acquired by Intuit in September 2009. 
Mint.comʼs patent-pending technology categorizes all transactions, 
showing users how much they spend on gas, groceries, restaurants, and 
more; their bank. credit card and investment account balances; the amount 
of interest theyʼre earning/paying, etc.
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NETFLIX

Notes:
Watch TV Shows & Movies Online or Streaming to your TV via Wii, Xbox, 
PS3 & many other devices. For Only $7.99 a month.

URL:
1) http://www.netflix.com

Availability:
iOS/Windows Phone 7/webOS/Android/BlackBerry/Symbian

Statistics:
15million users, over 60% of them streaming content. API available. 
Monthly Fee (varies), Founded in 1997.

Background:
Easy-to-use interface to update queue, which enables users to save movie 
titles they'd like to rent.  The world's leading Internet subscription service 
for movies and TV shows. Also allows users to view many titles online, 
without having to wait to receive it in the mail. For $8.99 a month, Netflix 
members in the U.S. can instantly watch unlimited movies and TV 
episodes streaming right to their TVs and computers and can receive 
unlimited DVDs delivered quickly to their homes. In Canada, streaming 
unlimited movies and TV shows from Netflix is available for $7.99 a month. 
There are never any due dates or late fees with Netflix. A large and 
expanding base of devices streaming from Netflix are available in the U.S. 
and a growing number are available in Canada.
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NETFLIX
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Notes:
Watch TV Shows & Movies Online or Streaming to your TV via Wii, Xbox, 
PS3 & many other devices. For Only $7.99 a month.

URL:
1) http://www.netflix.com

Availability:
iOS/Windows Phone 7/webOS/Android/BlackBerry/Symbian

Statistics:
15million users, over 60% of them streaming content. API available. 
Monthly Fee (varies), Founded in 1997.

Background:
Easy-to-use interface to update queue, which enables users to save movie 
titles they'd like to rent.  The world's leading Internet subscription service 
for movies and TV shows. Also allows users to view many titles online, 
without having to wait to receive it in the mail. For $8.99 a month, Netflix 
members in the U.S. can instantly watch unlimited movies and TV 
episodes streaming right to their TVs and computers and can receive 
unlimited DVDs delivered quickly to their homes. In Canada, streaming 
unlimited movies and TV shows from Netflix is available for $7.99 a month. 
There are never any due dates or late fees with Netflix. A large and 
expanding base of devices streaming from Netflix are available in the U.S. 
and a growing number are available in Canada.
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TWITTER

Notes:
Twitter is without a doubt the best way to share and discover what is 
happening right now.

URL:
1) http://www.twitter.com

Availability:
iOS/Windows 7 Phone/BlackBerry/Android/webOS/Symbian

Statistics:
Over 145 Million users, almost 300,000 apps. API available, Free Service 
Launched 2006.

Background:
Twitter, founded by Jack Dorsey, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams in March 
2006 (launched publicly in July 2006), is a social networking and micro-
blogging service that allows users to post their latest updates. An update is 
limited by 140 characters and can be posted through three methods: web 
form, text message, or instant message. The company has been busy 
adding features to the product like Gmail import and search. They recently 
launched a new site section called “Explore” for external and third party 
tools that interact with Twitter and a new visualization tool called Twitter 
Blocks. The service was started by Obvious Corp, who also started Odeo. 
In April 2008 Twitter launched Twitter Japan in partnership with Digital 
Garage.
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PANDORA

Notes:
Pandora radio is the personalized internet radio service that helps you find 
new music based on your old and current favorites.

URL:
1) http://www.pandora.com

Availability:
iOS/Windows 7 Phone/BlackBerry/Android/webOS/Symbian

Statistics:
Over 145 Million users, almost 300,000 apps. API available, Free Service 
Launched 2006.

Background:
Enables users to send and read other users' messages called tweets. 
Tweets are publicly visible and will only be seen if a user chooses to follow 
or be followed.  Users can send tweets by SMS, instant message, or  via 
the twitter website.Tweets limited to 140 characters.  Keeps users up-to-
date on what people are currently engaged in or thinking about.
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YOUTUBE

Notes:
YouTube is a place to discover, watch, upload and share videos

URL:
1) http://www.youtube.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/BlackBerry/webOS/Windows 7 Phone/Symbian

Statistics:
Reached 1 Billion Views per day, over 100 Million US Viewers. API 
available. Free Service Launched in 2005.

Background:
Leader in online video sharing, with videos uploaded worldwide. People 
can see first-hand accounts of current events as well as search for specific 
people, topics, etc. Offers many videos in different quality levels and 
accepts videos in most formats. YouTube was founded in 2005 by Chad 
Hurley, Steve Chen and Jawed Karim, who were all early employees of 
PayPal. YouTube allows people to easily upload and share video clips 
across the Internet through websites, mobile devices, blogs, and email. As 
more people capture special moments on video, YouTube is empowering 
them to become the broadcasters of tomorrow.
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INSTAPAPER
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Notes:
Save long web pages to read later, when you have time, on your computer, 
iPhone, iPad, or Kindle.

URL:
1) http://www.instapaper.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/BlackBerry/Windows 7 Phone/Symbian

Statistics:
20, 000 visitors in US. API available, Free Service Launched in 2008. 

Background:
Simple bookmarking tool to save web pages for reading later. Instapaper is 
a simple bookmarking tool. It is both a web-based app and there is an 
iPhone version. It is made by Marco Arment, who is the lead developer for 
Tumblr.
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TEUXDEUX

Notes:
TeuxDeux is a simple, designy, free, browser-based to-do app.

URL:
1) http://www.teuxdeux.com

Availability:
iOS/Android

Statistics:
Exact Metrics unknown. API not available, Free Service Launched in 2009.

Background:
Creates to-do lists where items that aren't taken care of on that day are 
moved into the next day automatically. Users can also manually drag items 
from one day to another time in the future. The interface is very minimal, 
though, designed and simple to use.
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TED

Notes:
TED: Ideas worth spreading. TED is a small nonprofit devoted to Ideas 
Worth Spreading -- through TED.com, our annual conferences, the annual 
TED Prize and local TEDx events.

URL:
1) http://www.ted.com

Availability:
Android/BlackBerry/iOS

Statistics:
413,000 US people monthly, 1million global. API availability not known, 
Free Service Launched in 2007.

Background:
Main purpose is to spread ideas worldwide via TED.com. Have several 
conferences yearly as well. TED, short for Technology, Entertainment, 
Design, is a small nonprofit foundation known for its annual conferences. 
TEDTalks are videos of lectures from the conferences and are shared 
widely online.
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NEWSMAP

Notes:
Newsmap is an application that visually reflects the constantly changing 
landscape of the Google News news aggregator.

URL:
1) http://www.Newsmap.jp
2) http://marumushi.com/projects/newsmap

Availability:
Android/BlackBerry/iOS/Web

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
News feed aggregator and redistributes by color and size of headline 
increases decreases by popularity. This site features a tremendous use of 
two-dimensional design which allows for a clearer understanding of 
information. This visually challenging display of information gives larger 
prominence to more popular news items.

!
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COVERPOP

Notes:
"Imagine a very large coffee table strewn with magazines or books, but you 
can point at any one of them and it flies up and into full view right away. 
Now imagine the coffee table as a web page, and you've got Coverpop, yet 
another great webhack from Jim Bumgardner."

URL:
1) http://www.coverpop.com

Availability:
Android/BlackBerry/iOS/Web

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
Mosaic like information board. Create your own mosaic that has a rollover 
function that magnifies the picture. If you want to “find” and search visually 
this is kinda fun, but gimmicky.. But as a functioning site it lack depth and 
is a one off novelty.

!
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VISUALIZATION TOOLS

Notes:
Comprehensive list of online visualization tools for internet data.

URL:
1) http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/
the_best_tools_for_visualization.php

Availability:
Android/BlackBerry/iOS/Web

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
Many data sets can be visualized. What is compelling is not always the 
data set itself, but the relationships that are exposed by these 
visualizations. If a user can understand a concept simpler and faster 
because of a well designed, informational graphic, the goal of  design has 
been achieved.

121

http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/the_best_tools_for_visualization.php
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/the_best_tools_for_visualization.php
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/the_best_tools_for_visualization.php
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/the_best_tools_for_visualization.php


PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

X
NOTABLE SUCCESSFUL SERVICES

PAPER.LI
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Notes:
paper.li organizes links shared on Twitter into an easy to read newspaper-
style format.

URL:
1) http://www.paper.li

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
Newspapers can be created for any Twitter user, list or #tag. A great way to 
stay on top of all that is shared by the people you follow - even if you are 
not connected 24/7!
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SUMMIFY
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Notes:
Summify automatically identifies the most important news stories for you 
across all of your social networks and tells why they are important.

URL:
1) http://www.summify.com

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
People are increasingly getting their news mainly from the social networks 
theyʼre part of, but this is rapidly getting overwhelming. If youʼre connected 
with a few hundred people and companies itʼs hard to stay on top of the 
news they share. Thereʼs currently no way to get the important stuff 
without going through all your news. Summify gives you a river of news in 
a way that you can consume it in minutes, rather than hours. The important 
stuff bubbles up at the top so, however much time you have at your 
disposal, you always know youʼre reading the important stuff first.
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QWERLY
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Notes:
Qwerly is a people search and directory for the social web. Find anyone's 
social web profiles. See where your friends and colleagues are hanging 
out!

URL:
1) http://www.qwerly.com

Statistics:
Indexed ~1 million Profiles on October 2010

Background:
Qwerly is a whois for Twitter. The site allows you to enter any Twitter 
username and get back a page with that personʼs other profiles, like 
Facebook, LinkedIn, Foursquare, Plancast and many, many more. So, for 
example, you can look up Robert Scoble by typing @scobleizer into the 
search box and you get back a page that lists Scobleʼs web links (http://
qwerly.com/twitter/scobleizer).
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FRIENDFEED
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Notes:
Users tell the feed which networks they belong to (Facebook, Digg, Last.fm 
etc) and FriendFeed personalizes a data feed with info from each of the 
sites. The company was acquired by Facebook in August 2009.

URL:
1) http://www.friendfeed.com 

Availability:
iOS/Android/Symbian/webOS/Windows Phone 7/BlackBerry

Statistics:
Acquired by Facebook in 2009

Background:
FriendFeed aims to be a one stop shop for all your social networking 
updates and news items. The four founders were all team members at 
Google and helped to launch such products as Google Maps, Adsense, 
GMail and Google Groups. Theyʼve brought their expertise to a slightly 
different area: social network aggregating.

FriendFeed is a service which, instead of layering a meta-network on top 
of all your other social networks, will create a news feed incorporating 
them all much like the Facebook news feed.
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LIFEGOROUND
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Notes:
LifeGoRound is a new platform for sharing and enjoying your social media, 
which can be viewed, commented, manipulated and shared one location 
from your main dashboard.

URL:
1) http://www.lifegoround.com 

Availability:
Browsers

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown 

Background:
You can add your online photos, videos, tweets and status updates from 
sources such as Facebook, Flickr, Picasa, Twitter, Youtube, Photobucket, 
etc. You can also upload from your computer direct to your LifeGoRound 
and you, your friends and your family can email photos to your 
LifeGoRound usename@lgr.me email address. To share content with 
“friends” you simply drag and drop the content onto your “friends” mug shot 
(profile image:-) You can also create “Groups” so you can share with more 
than one friend with a single drag and drop. The clever “Group” 
functionality also answers that age-old digital camera issue of how all 
people snapping photos at an event. LifeGoRound was recently 
demonstrated at a high-tech conference by Sheryl Sandberg, Facebookʼs 
COO.

http://www.lifegoround.com
http://www.lifegoround.com
mailto:usename@lgr.me
mailto:usename@lgr.me
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NOTABLE FAILED SERVICES

BRIGHTKITE

Notes:
Location-based social networking site where users 'check-in' at places so 
friends can be updated on where they are, and also help meet new people 
based on their destinations.

URL:
1) http://www.brightkite.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/Symbian/BlackBerry/webOS/Windows 7 Phone

Statistics:
Over 2 million active users worldwide. API available. Free Service 
Launched in 2007.

Background:
Use Brightkite to meet people around you, keep up with your friends, 
explore and discover new places. Brightkite is the real time social 
discovery network. 1 Million people use Brightkiteʼs free services every 
week, which are available to anyone, anywhere, worldwide. All you need is 
a mobile phone or Web browser to bring your friends together in the real 
world, wherever you may be. The award-winning company is 
headquartered in Burlingame, California. To learn more about using your 
phone as a social discovery tool, visit ww.brightkite.com.

128

http://www.brightkite.com
http://www.brightkite.com


PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

XI
NOTABLE FAILED SERVICES

DODGEBALL

Notes:
Dodgeball was a location-based service based around SMS.

URL:
1) http://www.dodgeball.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/BlackBerry/Symbian

Statistics:
Metrics not found. No API Availability, Launched in 2000.

Background:
Shut down in 2009, location-based service based around SMS. Google 
acquired it in 2005, but the team left in 2007. Google shut down the service 
in 2009, the same year Foursquare (also co-founded by Dennis Crowley) 
was started.
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EVITE

Notes:
Personal party planning service which gives party hosts access to many 
tools to help them during every step in the event planning process.

URL:
1) http://www.evite.com

Availability:
iOS/Blackberry/Symbian/webOS

Statistics:
Over 15million registered users and facilitates more than 16 million 
invitations to more than 450,000 events each  month. API not available, 
Free Service Launched in 1998.

Background:
This includes checklist tool, customizable invitations, a drink calculator, 
eCard for thank-yous, and a place to save and keep notes. Evite also 
helps hosts by offering party theme ideas, recipes, a wine-pairing chart 
and more. The site has more than 15 million registered users and it 
facilitates more than 16 million invitations to more than 450,000 events 
each month. Evite was initially acquired by Ticketmaster in 2001, which 
was then acquired by IAC (NASDAQ: IACI) in 2003.
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FLICKR (NEW)

Notes:
Flickr is almost certainly the best online photo management and sharing 
application in the world.

URL:
1) http://www.flickr.com

Availability:
iOS/Android/Symbian/webOS/Windows Phone 7/BlackBerry

Statistics:
18.4 million users. 68,028,116 visits per month, API Available, Launched 
2004

Background:
Former game designers Stewart Butterfield and Caterina Fake created 
Flickr, an online photo sharing network, in 2004. Users have the option of 
making their pictures private or public, where 80% of these pictures are 
public. Other features include maps to track where and when photos were 
taken, tagging, and commenting on photos, and the ability to create 
postcards and other products. Free (users can upload 100MB of images 
per month and 2 videos. Pro ($24.95/year)  Allows users to upload 
unlimited number of images and videos , and receive unlimited bandwidth 
and storage. Also, Pro users receive ad-free brewing and can access their 
account statistics. Yahoo purchased Flickr for $35 million in March of 2005. 
Since then Flickr continues to compete with other photo-sharing giant 
Photobucket.
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GOOGLE BUZZ

Notes:
Google Buzz is a social network and sharing product built by Google.

URL:
1) http://www.google.com/buzz 

Availability:
Most web browsers.

Statistics:
Metrics not found. Free Service launched in 2010

Background:
Based within Google Profiles, Buzz offers a stream of status updates, 
pictures, links, and videos from your friends. You can “like” these items and 
you can comment on them. Updates from Flickr, Picasa, Google Reader, 
or Twitter can also be automatically imported into a Buzz stream. Buzz will 
recommend items you might like based on your friendsʼ activity.
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Using an account login service allows users to login with their existing accounts on Facebook, Google, 
OpenID or NING(openSocial). This creates one less barrier to entry as users likely donʼt want to create yet-
another-login. Using OAuth, Twitter and Foursquare can also be used to log in from other services. 

Services:
1) Facebook
2) Open ID
3) OpenSocial/NING
4) OAuth Services

API INFORMATION

ACCOUNT LOGIN SERVICES
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API INFORMATION - ACCOUNT LOGIN SERVICES

FACEBOOK CONNECT

135

Notes:
Facebook is the worldʼs largest social network, with over 500 million users.

URL:
1) http://www.facebook.com

Statistics:
135 Million Monthly Visitors, 500 + million users. API Available, Launched 
2004

Background:
Facebook was founded by Mark Zuckerberg in February 2004, initially as 
an exclusive network for Harvard students. It was a huge hit: in 2 weeks, 
half of the schools in the Boston area began demanding a Facebook 
network. Zuckerberg immediately recruited his friends Dustin Moskowitz 
and Chris Hughes to help build Facebook, and within four months, 
Facebook added 30 more college networks.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Status Information
3) Image Uploads
4) Video Uploads
5) Group Information
6) Event Information

http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com
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OPEN ID
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Notes: 
OpenID is a safe, faster and easier way to log in to web sites.

URL:
http://www.openid.net

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
For users attempting to manage a long list of log-in credentials for a variety 
of websites, OpenID attempts to eliminate that need by giving users a 
single digital identity through which they control their information. In its 
simplest form, the Open ID protocol allows a user to distinguish 
themselves via an identity-specific url and then log on to any website that 
supports Open ID with that single URL, rather than trying to remember a 
user name and password. The 2.0 version of OpenID also supports an 
authentification form called an XRI, which marries an i-name (similar to the 
original OpenID url) to an i-number(unique identifier which never changes), 
thus allowing for a more secure form of identification. Perhaps Open IDʼs 
biggest win was Yahooʼs decision to allow Yahoo users to convert their 
Yahoo idʼs into Open IDʼs in January 2008.

The OpenID Foundation is a non-profit organization that manages the 
efforts to increase adoption of the OpenID standard across the web. By 
using the service, internet users can authenticate at various websites with 
one digital identity managed through the OpenID standard. OpenID came 
from the unification of 4 different user-centric identity efforts that learned 
about each othersʼ efforts at the [Internet Identity Workshop] in the fall of 
2005: OpenID created by LiveJournal founder Brad Fitzpatrick, LID 
(Lightweight Identity) created by Johannes Ernst, founder of [NetMesh], 
XRI/i-names created by [Drummond Reed] and the XRI TC at [OASIS] and 
SXIP protocol created by Dick Hardt, CEO of Sxip.

In a display of its promise as a technology and its support by technologyʼs 
biggest players, the OpenID Foundation has a Corporate Board comprised 
of Google, IBM, Yahoo, VeriSign, and Microsoft.

http://www.openid.net
http://www.openid.net
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NING
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Notes: 
Ning is the worldʼs largest platform to create powerful, custom social 
websites.

URL:
http://www.ning.com

Statistics:
6.2 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
Top organizers, marketers, influencers, and activists use Ning to create a 
social destination where content intersects with conversations to inspire 
action. Every social website comes with out-of-the-box social integration, 
community features, point-and-click design tools, and turnkey monetization 
solutions that are easy to use.

In October 2010, Ning announced the launch of Ning Everywhere. It offers 
unparalleled flexibility for Ning Creators and third party developers to 
create mobile apps, monetize and integrate with popular cloud services in 
a matter of clicks, and develop custom apps using Ningʼs API.

Ning spans categories including politics, entertainment, consumer brands, 
small business, non-profits, education and more, connecting over 74 
million people around the globe with the topics they are passionate about. 
Palo Alto, Calif.-based Ning was co-founded in October 2004 by Chairman 
Marc Andreessen and is privately held.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Comments
3) Video Uploads
4) Video Information
5) Image Uploads
6) Image Information

http://www.ning.com
http://www.ning.com
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OAUTH
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Notes:
OAuth is an open protocol to allow secure API authorization in a simple 
and standard method from desktop, mobile and web applications.

URL:
http://www.oauth.net

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
OAuth allows consumer developers to publish and interact with protected 
data. OAuth also allows service provider developers to give users access 
to their data while protecting their account credentials.

http://www.oauth.net
http://www.oauth.net
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These services provide:
1) Video Submissions
2) Limited Camera Information
3) Shares
4) Views
5) Favorites

Services:
1) YouTube
2) Vimeo
3) Viddler
4) Flickr
5) Seesmic
6) Stickam
7) Ustream
8) VodPod

API INFORMATION

VIDEO SERVICES
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YOUTUBE
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Notes:
YouTube allows people to easily upload and share video clips across the 
Internet through websites, mobile devices, blogs, and email.

URL:
1) http://www.youtube.com

Statistics:
1 Billion Site Views Per Day

Background:
YouTube was founded in 2005 by Chad Hurley, Steve Chen and Jawed 
Karim, who were all early employees of PayPal. YouTube is the leader in 
online video, sharing original videos worldwide through a Web experience.

Everyone can watch videos on YouTube. People can see first-hand 
accounts of current events, find videos about their hobbies and interests, 
and discover the quirky and unusual. As more people capture special 
moments on video, YouTube is empowering them to become the 
broadcasters of tomorrow.

YouTube received funding from Sequoia Capital in November 2005 and 
was officially launched one month later in December. Chad Hurley and 
Steve Chen proceeded to become the first members of the YouTube 
management team and currently serve as Chief Executive Officer and 
Chief Technology Officer respectively. YouTube has struck numerous 
partnership deals with content providers such as CBS, BBC, Universal 
Music Group, Sony Music Group, Warner Music Group, NBA, The 
Sundance Channel and many more.

API Provides:
1) User Information 
2) Video Uploads
3) User Playlists 
4) Video Title 
5) Video Description
6) Geo Data 
7) Comments
8) Views

http://www.youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com
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VIMEO
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Notes:
Vimeo is a video-sharing website on which users can upload, share, and 
view videos. It was founded by Zach Klein and Jakob Lodwick in 
November 2004.

URL:
1) http://www.vimeo.com

Statistics:
28.5 Million Monthly Visits

Background:
Vimeo is a cleanly-designed video sharing website that allows people to 
publish their videos for public consumption or just for friends and family. 
Vimeo launched support for high definition video in October 2007, further 
establishing itself as a leading video hosting platform. The website is 
owned by the media conglomerate IAC/InterActiveCorp and operated by 
Connected Ventures.

API Provides:
1) User Information & Activity
2) Videos Uploaded
3) Video Title, URL, Description, Thumbnail
4) Upload Date
5) # of Favorites
6) # of  Views
7) Videos the User Appears In
8) Video Groups
9) Channels Created by User

http://www.vimeo.com
http://www.vimeo.com
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VIDDLER
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Notes:
Viddler.com is a new way to watch and publish your videos.

URL:
1) http://www.viddler.com

Statistics:
756,000 Monthly Visitors

Background:
Viddler is a video site that allows users to upload, enhance and share their 
video from their browser. The site charges premium fees to users who 
want to use upgraded features, and also allows users to upload in bulk, 
add deep tags at specific times during videos and record directly from their 
webcam.

In November 2007 viddler introduced an ad system enabling advertisers to 
bid on videos with relevant keyword tags about the whole video or a 
specific point in time during the video with the keyword tag in question. As 
part of the ad system rollout, uploaders can also sign up to partner in a 
revenue share with viddler for advertising served during their videos. 

Viddler offers similar services and monetization features as video hosting 
sites like YouTube, MetaCafe, and Revver.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Video Uploads
3) Comments
4) Tags

http://www.viddler.com
http://www.viddler.com
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FLICKR
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Notes:
Flickr is almost certainly the best online photo management and sharing 
application in the world.

URL:
1) http://www.flickr.com

Statistics:
18.4 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
Former game designers Stewart Butterfield and Caterina Fake created 
Flickr, an online photo sharing network, in 2004. Users have the option of 
making their pictures private or public, where 80% of these pictures are 
public. Other features include maps to track where and when photos were 
taken, tagging, and commenting on photos, and the ability to create 
postcards and other products. Free (users can upload 100MB of images 
per month and 2 videos. Pro ($24.95/year)  Allows users to upload 
unlimited number of images and videos , and receive unlimited bandwidth 
and storage. Also, Pro users receive ad-free brewing and can access their 
account statistics. Yahoo purchased Flickr for $35 million in March of 2005. 
Since then Flickr continues to compete with other photo-sharing giant 
Photobucket.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Uploads
3) Video Uploads
4) Comments
5) Friends
6) Buddy Icons

http://www.flickr.com
http://www.flickr.com
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SEESMIC
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Notes:
Seesmic, the best Twitter client for Desktop, Web and Mobile, manage 
multiple Twitter accounts, Facebook feeds and pages and access Twitter 
Lists.

URL:
1) http://www.seesmic.com

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
Seesmic is a social software application site offering Seesmic Desktop, an 
Adobe Air application that integrates multiple Twitter accounts and your 
Facebook account and Facebook pages. Seesmic also offers a browser 
based client for Twitter.

Seesmic originated as a short social video sharing service, founded by 
highly regarded European entrepreneur and LeWeb conference founder, 
Loic Le Meur. As a video service aggregating your favorite web products, 
Seesmicʼs tagline of “Join the Conversation” focused on helping users 
build and/or become part of an innovative video sharing community. In 
Seesmicʼs short span, this fast-growing service was compared as “Twitter 
for video.”

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Follows
3) Video Uploads
4) Video Information
5) Group Information

http://www.seesmic.com
http://www.seesmic.com
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STICKAM
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Notes:
Stickam is the largest live streaming social network. Whether you are 
famous for 15 or 150000, Stickam.com is where you will find your friends 
and fans.

URL:
1) http://www.stickam.com

Statistics:
374,000 Monthly Visitors

Background:
Stickam.com is a social networking site that focuses on live video 
streaming. It features embedding and social profile features for your web 
pages, online auctions, company web sites and blogs. Stickam is the live 
streaming provider for Leo Laporteʼs TWiT (this WEEK in TECH) Live 
show.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Video Uploads
3) Video Information
4) Viewers

http://www.stickam.com
http://www.stickam.com
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USTREAM
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Notes:
Broadcast video LIVE to the world from a computer, mobile or iPhone in 
minutes, or watch thousands of shows from News to Entertainment to 
celebrities, 24/7.

URL:
1) http://www.ustream.com

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
Ustream is the leader in live video and its platform empowers any 
individual, public figure or brand to stream to a global audience of unlimited 
size. Ustream offers free broadcasting and viewing platforms for the Web 
and mobile devices. The interactive functionality within Ustream enables 
real-time engagement with Facebook, Twitter, MySpace and AIM. 
Hundreds of high-profile broadcasters have partnered with Ustream to 
reach millions of people. Ustream (www.ustream.com) is a privately-held 
company based in San Francisco, Calif. Follow on Twitter (@Ustream) or 
fan at Facebook.com/Ustream.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Video Information
3) Archived Video
4) Channel Information

http://www.ustream.com
http://www.ustream.com
http://www.ustream.com
http://www.ustream.com
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VODPOD
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Notes:
As more people are using Vodpod to collect videos, it has become one of 
the most popular video sites on the Web, after YouTube, DailyMotion and 
Hulu. By March 2010, over 800,000 Vodpod members have collected more 
than 4,500,000 videos from 14,000 different video sites.

URL:
1) http://www.vodpod.com

Statistics:
2.8 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
Remixationʼs main product is Vodpod.com, a video site built by its 
members and one of the most popular sites on the Web. Unlike YouTube 
or other video sharing services, members donʼt upload videos to Vodpod 
but instead collect them from 1000s of sites, from YouTube to the Daily 
Show to Hulu to the BBC. Itʼs a little like making a mixtape or CD for a 
friend, but instead youʼre using your favorite videos from the web. You can 
follow other members to track what videos theyʼre adding, and also build 
groups with other members to collect and discuss videos about a particular 
topic or interest. You can see the most popular videos being collected on 
Vodpodʼs category and tag pages, and a comprehensive search tool 
makes it easy to find videos collected by other members, as well as all the 
videos available on YouTube, Hulu, MTV and other sites.

Vodpod offers a number of tools to make collecting videos easy, including 
a browser button that allows members to collect videos with a click. This 
browser button can be used to post videos to blogs, as well as micro-
blogging sites like Tumblr and Twitter and social networks like Facebook 
and Myspace. Vodpod also offers an array of services that help you to 
publish or share your collection on your blog or website. The most 
advanced of these services is VodSpot.tv – a way to build your own 
custom video site powered by your Vodpod collection. VodSpot powers the 
video sections of leading sites such as TechCrunch and Talking Points 
Memo among others.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Video Uploads
3) Comments
4) Tags
5) Categories

http://www.vodpod.com
http://www.vodpod.com
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These services provide:
1) Photo Uploads
2) Favorites
3) Views
4) Comments
5) Camera Information
6) Location Information

Services:
1) Flickr
2) Picassa
3) Twitter

Twitter Photo Services:
1) YFrog
2) TwitPic
3) Plixi
4) Mobypicture
5) TwitGoo
6) Img.ly

API INFORMATION

PHOTO SERVICES
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FLICKR
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Notes:
Flickr is almost certainly the best online photo management and sharing 
application in the world.

URL:
1) http://www.flickr.com

Statistics:
18.4 million users. 68,028,116 visits per month, API Available, Launched 
2004

Background:
Former game designers Stewart Butterfield and Caterina Fake created 
Flickr, an online photo sharing network, in 2004. Flickr, which began as a 
photo-sharing feature of their gaming project, has since then blossomed 
into one of the premiere photo-sharing sites on the web. Yahoo purchased 
Flickr for $35 million in March of 2005. Since then Flickr continues to 
compete with other photo-sharing giant Photobucket.

API Provides:
1) User Data
2) Photo & Video Uploads
3) Photo Title
4) Photo Description
5) Camera Information
6) Geo Location Information

http://www.flickr.com
http://www.flickr.com
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YFROG
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Notes:
Yfrog is a website and Twitter service that allows users to share photos 
and videos on Twitter and to broadcast their life as it happens.

URL:
1) http://www.yfrog.com

Statistics: 5 Million Monthly Visitors

Notes: Yfrog is free for users, and no registration is required. For Twitter 
users, videos or pictures can be shared with followers in just two clicks. 
Yfrog was launched in February 2009 by ImageShack on top of the same 
infrastructure that supports its hosting service. According to the website 
measurement service Quantcast in July 2010, yfrog receives nearly 25 
million monthly visits from over 11 million monthly unique visitors. 

Users can upload media to yfrog in many ways: From a file on a computer 
From URL By using yfrogʼs webcam feature to capture a photo or video By 
sending an email containing a file as an attachment By using one of the 
hundreds of tools and applications that support yfrog, including Twitter for 
iPhone, Tweetdeck, and Twitterrific Developers can use yfrogʼs APIs to 
upload media. Photos and videos on yfrog can be shared in many ways: 
To social sites including Twitter, Facebook, MySpace, Digg, and more Via 
Email Via links and embed codes

Yfrog facts:It is built on ImageShackʼs hosting infrastructure platform Yfrog 
provides secure login via Twitterʼs credential service (oAuth) It is designed 
for real-time, rapid uploads and sharing Users can post bigger photos and 
longer videos High-res photos of up to 5MB. Videos of up to 20 minutes 
long

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Information
3) Image Uploads
4) Video Uploads
5) Thumbnails 

http://www.yfrog.com
http://www.yfrog.com


PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

XII
API INFORMATION - PHOTO SERVICES

TWITPIC
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Notes:
You can post photos to TwitPic from your phone, from the site, or through 
email. All popular Twitter clients have built-in support for TwitPic using our 
API.

URL:
1) http://www.twitpic.com

Statistics:
10 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
TwitPic lets you share photos on Twitter. You can post pictures to TwitPic 
from your phone, through TwitPicʼs API, or through the site itself. Also, 
some Twitter clients have built-in support for TwitPic.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Information
3) Image Uploads
4) Event Information
5) Tags

http://www.twitpic.com
http://www.twitpic.com


PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

XII
API INFORMATION - PHOTO SERVICES

PLIXI
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Notes:
Plixi is a service for sharing pictures around people, places and events and 
creating collective memories.

URL:
1) http://www.plixi.com

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
Plixi allows users to instantly share their photos to popular social networks 
through mobile devices and on the web. 

Plixi specializes in providing an innovative open API, and mobile SDKs, to 
the developer community of Twitter, Facebook, MySpace, LinkedIn, 
Foursquare and more to come. The platform empowers third-party 
application developers to quickly add media sharing capabilities and other 
unique features to their applications without incurring the resources to 
build, innovate and manage a media sharing infrastructure. Proving the 
power and scalability of the platform the company's website is architected 
using the same open API offered to third-party developers. The company 
aims to create a better way to share collective memories around life 
experiences at places and events in a way that feels natural and engaging 
to users.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Information
3) Image Uploads
4) Messages
5) Comments
6) Tags

http://www.plixi.com
http://www.plixi.com
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MOBYPICTURE
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Notes:
Share your adventures with your friends instantly! Post to your favorite 
sites like Twitter, Flickr, Facebook, Wordpress.

URL:
1) http://www.mobypicture.com

Statistics:
11,000 Monthly Visitors

Background:
Share your adventures instantly with your friends. Mobypicture enables 
users to share photos, video, text and audio directly to their friends on their 
favorite social sites like Flickr, Facebook, YouTube, Wordpress, Twitter and 
many more. Mobypicture supports groups, geolocation and a lot of extra 
features.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Information
3) Image Uploads
4) Comments

http://www.mobypicture.com
http://www.mobypicture.com
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API INFORMATION - PHOTO SERVICES

TWITGOO
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Notes:
Twitgoo is a quick, easy, reliable, and safe way to share images for Twitter.

URL:
1) http://www.twitgoo.com

Statistics:
303,000 Monthly Visitors

Background:
TwitGoo is a media sharing service for Twitter that allows users to easily 
upload and then distribute their photos.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Information
3) Image Uploads
4) Timelines
5) Messages

http://www.twitgoo.com
http://www.twitgoo.com
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API INFORMATION - PHOTO SERVICES

IMG.LY

155

Notes:
Img.ly is a free Twitter based photo sharing network.

URL:
1) http://www.img.ly.

Statistics:
XXX Monthly Visitors

Background:
You can upload and tag your photos and share them with your friends and 
followers. In this process a short url is generated for that picture. Img.ly 
runs smoothly on your desktop web browsers, but has also special layouts 
for the iPhone, G1 (Android) and Opera Mini, so that you can view the 
pictures on the go. Img.ly makes photosharing even more social by letting 
you tag people on the photos with their twitternames. Img.ly was founded 
by the software company 9elements, which successfully launched several 
photo based websites like designklicks and seen.by.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Uploads
3) Image Information
4) Messages

http://www.img.ly
http://www.img.ly
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These services provide:
1) Status Updates / Blog Posts 
2) Network Interactions
3) Photos, Videos
4) Comments

Services:
1) Facebook
2) Posterous
3) Tumblr
4) Twitter

API INFORMATION

MICRO & MACRO BLOGGING SERVICES
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API INFORMATION - MICRO & MACRO BLOGGING SERVICES

TWITTER

157

Notes:
Twitter is a social networking and microblogging service, enabling users to 
send and read other users' messages called tweets, which are text-based 
posts of up to 140 characters displayed on the user's profile page.

URL:
1) http://www.twitter.com

Statistics:
55 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
Twitter, founded by Jack Dorsey, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams in March 
2006 (launched publicly in July 2006), is a social networking and micro-
blogging service that allows users to post their latest updates. An update is 
limited by 140 characters and can be posted through three methods: web 
form, text message, or instant message. The company has been busy 
adding features to the product like Gmail import and search. They recently 
launched a new site section called “Explore” for external and third party 
tools that interact with Twitter and a new visualization tool called Twitter 
Blocks. The service was started by Obvious Corp, who also started Odeo. 
In April 2008 Twitter launched Twitter Japan in partnership with Digital 
Garage.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Status Information
3) Followers
4) Subscriber Information
5) Messages

http://www.twitter.com
http://www.twitter.com
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API INFORMATION - MICRO & MACRO BLOGGING SERVICES

FACEBOOK

158

Notes:
Facebook is the worldʼs largest social network, with over 500 million users.

URL:
1) http://www.facebook.com

Statistics:
135 Million Monthly Visitors, 500 + million users. API Available, Launched 
2004

Background:
Facebook was founded by Mark Zuckerberg in February 2004, initially as 
an exclusive network for Harvard students. It was a huge hit: in 2 weeks, 
half of the schools in the Boston area began demanding a Facebook 
network. Zuckerberg immediately recruited his friends Dustin Moskowitz 
and Chris Hughes to help build Facebook, and within four months, 
Facebook added 30 more college networks.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Status Information
3) Image Uploads
4) Video Uploads
5) Group Information
6) Event Information

http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com
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API INFORMATION - MICRO & MACRO BLOGGING SERVICES

TUMBLR

159

Notes:
Tumblr is a re-envisioning of tumblelogging, a subset of blogging that uses 
quick, mixed-media posts.

URL:
1) http://www.tumblr.com

Statistics:
14 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
The service hopes to do for the tumblelog what services like LiveJournal 
and Blogger did for the blog. The difference is that its extreme simplicity 
will make luring users a far easier task than acquiring users for traditional 
weblogging. Anytime a user sees something interesting online, they can 
click a quick “Share on Tumblr” bookmarklet that then tumbles the snippet 
directly. The result is varied string of media ranging links and text to 
pictures and videos that takes very little time and effort to maintain. There 
is little to no learning curve involved in using tumblr. Features are intuitive 
and quick to establish. Users simply sign up and begin posting in a minute.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Uploads
3) Video Uploads
4) Audio Uploads

http://www.tumblr.com
http://www.tumblr.com
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API INFORMATION - MICRO & MACRO BLOGGING SERVICES

POSTEROUS
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Notes:
Posterous is a simple web publishing platform via email.

URL:
1) http://www.posterous.com

Statistics:
2 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
Posterous is a Y Combinator startup that was founded in mid 2008. Text 
and files can be uploaded to the site via email. Users are not required to 
create an account to use Posterous. To start, users simply email content to 
post@posterous.com and a “blog” is autocreated and sent back to the 
user. Registered users can tailor the blog URL, post via the website, 
subscribe to other users.

Posterous embeds video, MP3s and other media into a player and turns 
images into image galleries. PDFs and other office documents are 
displayed in a Scribd embedded widget. Users can also add friends and 
familyʼs email address to any Posterous site they control. When the emails 
have been added, users can post by sending content they want to publish 
to post@sitename.posterous.com. The company officially went into beta in 
June 2008 and raised an angel round in December 2008.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Uploads
3) Video Uploads
4) Tags
5) Comments

http://www.posterous.com
http://www.posterous.com
mailto:post@posterous.com
mailto:post@posterous.com
mailto:post@sitename.posterous.com
mailto:post@sitename.posterous.com
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These services provide:
1) Check Inʼs
2) User Trends
3) Network Rewards
4) Travel itinerary (TripIt, Everlater)
5) Location information (Yelp)

Services:
1) Foursquare
2) Gowalla
3) Facebook Places
4) Yelp
5) Outside.in
6) TripIt
7) Everlater

API INFORMATION

LOCATION BASED SERVICES
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API INFORMATION - LOCATION BASED SERVICES

FOURSQUARE

162

Notes:
Foursquare is a location based social network that incorporates gaming 
elements.

URL:
1) http://www.foursquare.com

Statistics:
16,000 Monthly Visitors

Background:
Users share their location with friends by “checking in” via a smartphone 
app or by text message. Points are awarded for checking in at various 
venues. Users can connect their Foursquare accounts to their Twitter and 
Facebook accounts, which can update when a check in is registered. By 
checking in a certain number of times, or in different locations, users can 
collect virtual badges. In addition, users who have checked in the most 
times at a certain venue will be crowned “Mayor” until someone surpasses 
their number. Various venues have embraced Foursquare, and offer 
special deals to users who are “mayors”. Foursquare has applications for 
iPhone, Android, Blackberry, and Windows Mobile. Foursquare was 
created by Dennis Crowley and Naveen Selvadurai.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Uploads
3) Geo Data
4) Badges
5) Venue Information

http://www.foursquare.com
http://www.foursquare.com


PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

XII
API INFORMATION - LOCATION BASED SERVICES

GOWALLA

163

Notes:
Gowalla is a location-based service that helps people keep up with their 
friends, share their favorite places, and discover the world around them.

URL:
1) http://www.gowalla.com

Statistics:
25,000 Monthly Visitors

Background:
Users can connect with friends on their iPhone, Android, Blackberry or 
Palm smartphones—as well as on the web.

People can capture and share their spot in the world with friends and 
family, while discovering new places, events and trips as they go. Gowalla 
offers businesses, campaigns, and organizations the unique opportunity to 
reward loyalty, reach new consumers, and to create memorable 
experiences.

Based in Austin, Texas, Gowalla was launched in 2009 by Josh Williams 
and Scott Raymond. The company is backed by investors including 
Greylock Partners, Alsop-Louie Partners, Founders Fund, and other 
prominent angel investors.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Geo Data
3) Activity Information
4) Stamps
5) Image Uploads

http://www.gowalla.com
http://www.gowalla.com
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API INFORMATION - LOCATION BASED SERVICES

FACEBOOK PLACES

164

Notes:
Facebook Places gives users Foursquare functionality within Facebook.

URL:
1) http://www.facebook.com/places

Statistics:
21 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
Facebook announced Places on August 18, 2010. It is a feature that lets 
users "check in" to Facebook using a mobile device to let a user's friends 
know where they are at the moment. In November 2010, Facebook 
announced "Deals", a subset of the Places offering, which allows for users 
to check in from restaurants, supermarkets, bars, and coffee shops using 
an app on a mobile device and then be rewarded discounts, coupons, and 
free merchandise. This feature is marketed as a digital version of a loyalty 
card or coupon where a customer gets rewarded for loyal buying behavior.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Status Information
3) Image Uploads
4) Notes
5) Video Uploads
6) Tags
7) Geo Data

http://www.facebook.com/places
http://www.facebook.com/places
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API INFORMATION - LOCATION BASED SERVICES

YELP
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Notes:
Another company founded in 2004 by two former PayPal employees, Yelp 
is a local reviews website covering almost 40 states.

URL:
1) http://www.yelp.com

Statistics:
12 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
Yelp also launched in the UK in January 2009. Users write and read 
reviews about anything from their favorite hole in the wall restaurant to the 
worst downtown club. Additionally Yelp offers social networking features: 
the ability to add friends, groups, events, talk in forums or message 
contacts. The idea behind this is that users will trust their friendʼs reviews 
more than others. Yelpʼs competition comes from Citysearch, Insider 
Pages, Yahoo Local and Google Local.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Geo Data
3) Reviews
4) Image Uploads
5) Ratings
6) Messages

http://www.yelp.com
http://www.yelp.com
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API INFORMATION - LOCATION BASED SERVICES

OUTSIDE.IN

166

Notes:
New York-based Outside.in is an aggregator aimed at creating a place for 
neighborhoods to share and explore different information.

URL:
1) http://www.outside.in

Statistics:
660,000 Monthly Visitors

Background:
Outside.in attempts to do for blogging “what Google local search has done 
for the web.” Outside.in makes local blogs the focal point of information 
access, rather than forums or reviews.Primary funding for Outside.in 
comes from a series of angels as well as a few VC firms. Those firms 
include Union Square Ventures, Milestone Venture Partners, and Village 
Ventures.

Outside.in provides users with a number of uses to bring communities 
together. Compiling information from local blogs as the main source of 
data, information ranging from PTA meetings, Crime Watches, and other 
local news can be easily accessed.Recent features to Outside.in also 
include an iphone-compatible widget as well as a maps feature.Sites with 
similar neighborhood networking are Yelp, InsiderPages, and Smalltown. 
Rather than focusing on forums and reviews, Outside.in draws information 
from any number of local blogs to provide diverse and expansive 
information pertaining to a particular area.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Geo Data
3) Keywords
4) Blog Post Information
5) News Articles

http://www.outside.in
http://www.outside.in
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API INFORMATION - LOCATION BASED SERVICES

TRIPIT

167

Notes:
TripIt is an intelligent travel organizer that helps travelers manage their 
plans so that their trips go more smoothly.

URL:
1) http://www.tripit.com

Statistics:
214,000 Monthly Visitors

Background:
Travelers simply forward their purchase confirmation emails to TripIt and 
TripIt automatically creates master itineraries with travel plans and other 
critical information. With TripIt, itʼs easy for travelers to print or access their 
trip plans from anywhere–and to share itineraries and travel calendars with 
friends in their TripIt network.

To use TripIt, travelers simply forward their travel confirmation emails–no 
matter where their reservations were booked – and TripIt does the rest. 
The TripIt “Itinerator” processes related bookings into a master itinerary. By 
transforming unstructured emails into structured data, TripIt is able to 
intelligently perform tasks for a user, including aggregating related data 
from our websites and services. For example, TripIt uses the trip data to 
automatically pull weather, maps and driving directions, destination 
information, photos and more.

TripIt provides travelers access to their information when and where it is 
needed most – online, in print, in their calendar, on their web-enabled 
mobile device and in the hands of the people who need to know.  TripIt 
also applies the power of social networking to improve the travel 
experience. With TripIt, travelers can share their travel calendars, access 
itineraries, and collaborate on planning trips with individuals or across their 
network of TripIt friends.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Geo Data
3) Itinerary Information
4) Image Uploads

http://www.tripit.com
http://www.tripit.com
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API INFORMATION - LOCATION BASED SERVICES

EVERLATER

168

Notes:
Everlater is a site in which users can record travel experiences, share 
them with friends and family, and discover new travel ideas from social 
network & other travelers like you.

URL:
1) http://www.everlater.com

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
Users can upload stories, experiences, photos, and more directly to 
Everlater or the site can pull items in from external services such as Flickr. 
There is an iPhone app that enables offline recording of travel experiences 
which can be synchronized and shared later. Each user and trip has a 
unique URL for easy sharing with friends and family on Facebook, Twitter, 
and other social networks. Everlater was a TechStars 2009 company.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Uploads
3) Video Uploads
4) Blog Information
5) Comments

http://www.everlater.com
http://www.everlater.com
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These services provide:
1) Events
2) Event Details 
3) Event Location
4) Attendees

Services:
1) Meetup.com
2) Plancast

API INFORMATION

EVENT SERVICES
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API INFORMATION - EVENT SERVICES

MEETUP

170

Notes:
Meetup is a local community organizing network.

URL:
1) http://www.meetup.com

Statistics:
3 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
Over 6.5 million people have created and joined long-lasting local Meetup 
Groups around shared interests and purposes. These groups and clubs 
have held over 1 million local meetups.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Geo Data
3) Image Uploads
4) Comments
5) Events

http://www.meetup.com
http://www.meetup.com
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API INFORMATION - EVENT SERVICES

PLANCAST

171

Notes:
Plancast is a web application that allows users to create inclusive, location-
based plans and share them with friends via Facebook and Twitter.

URL:
1) http://www.plancast.com

Statistics:
35,000 Monthly Visitors

Background:
Users can see what their friends are planning in the upcoming weeks, 
where they will be, and can opt to join in the plan without a formal RSVP. 
Features include: sign-up via Facebook Connect or Twitter; maps to view 
friendsʼ plans in the years; Calendar integration.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Geo Data
3) Comments
4) Itinerary Information

http://www.plancast.com
http://www.plancast.com


PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

XII
These services provide:
1) Books & Pages Read / Reading
2) Movies Watched & Movies Reviewed 
3) Articles Read, Shared, Favorites 
4) Songs Played, Shared, Favorites
5) Wishlists

Services:
1) GoodReads
2) LibraryThing
3) Netflix
4) Flixster
5) Last.fm
6) Blip.fm

API INFORMATION

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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API INFORMATION - EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

GOODREADS

173

Notes:
GoodReads is a social networking site for book lovers. The site is intended 
to serve as an easy way to review books and get recommendations from 
friends, based on founder Otis Chandlerʼs belief that recommendations 
from friends are more valuable than referrals from algorithms or bestseller 
lists.

URL:
1) http://www.goodreads.com

Statistics:
3 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
The site has standard social networking features, with users having the 
ability to edit their publicly viewable profiles, add and meet friends, and 
interact with each other through messages and comments. The site differs 
in that it revolves around usersʼ “Bookshelves”, a list of books they have 
read or are reading currently. Users can browse othersʼ bookshelves, and 
see their full reviews. As of December 2007, the site has more than 
600,000 users, with around 10 million book reviews added. More than 
1000 authors are members of the social network.

API Provides:
1) User Information
1) Author Information
2) Book Descriptions
3) Reviews
4) Events
5) Followers
6) Status Information

http://www.goodreads.com
http://www.goodreads.com
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API INFORMATION - EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

LIBRARYTHING

174

Notes:
LibraryThing is an online service to help people catalog their books.

URL:
1) http://www.librarything.com

Statistics:
900,000 Monthly Visitors

Background:
The catalog can be accessed from anywhere—including mobile phones. 
LibraryThing also connects people with the same books, comes up with 
suggestions for what to read next, and so forth.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Title Information
3) Author Information
4) Reviews
5) ISBN Search

http://www.librarything.com
http://www.librarything.com
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API INFORMATION - EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

NETFLIX

175

Notes:
With more than 15 million members in the United States and Canada, 
Netflix, Inc. is the worldʼs leading Internet subscription service for enjoying 
movies and TV shows.

URL:
1) http://www.netflix.com

Statistics:
12 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
For $8.99 a month, Netflix members in the U.S. can instantly watch 
unlimited movies and TV episodes streaming right to their TVs and 
computers and can receive unlimited DVDs delivered quickly to their 
homes. In Canada, streaming unlimited movies and TV shows from Netflix 
is available for $7.99 a month. There are never any due dates or late fees 
with Netflix. Among the large and expanding base of devices streaming 
from Netflix are Microsoftʼs Xbox 360, Nintendoʼs Wii and Sonyʼs PS3 
consoles; Blu-ray disc players from Best Buyʼs Insignia brand, LG and 
Samsung; Internet TVs from LG, Samsung, Sony and VIZIO; the Roku 
digital video player and TiVo digital video recorders; and Appleʼs iPhone, 
iPad and iPod touch. All of these devices are available in the U.S. and a 
growing number are available in Canada.

In February 2010, the American Customer Satisfaction Index named Netflix 
the number one ecommerce company for customer satisfaction. Netflix has 
been named the number one retail Web site for customer satisfaction in 10 
out of 11 surveys since 2005 by ForeSee Results. In the fall of 2005, Fast 
Company named Netflix the winner of its annual Customers First Award. In 
January 2007, Netflix was named the Retail Innovator of the Year by the 
National Retail Federation. In December 2007, Netflix was ranked the 
number one online retailer by Nielsen Online.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Reviews
3) Ratings
4) Movie Description
5) Queue list Information

http://www.netflix.com
http://www.netflix.com
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FLIXSTER

176

Notes:
Flixster is a social networking site for movie fans, where users can create 
their own profiles, invite friends, rate movies and actors, and post movie 
reviews as well.

URL:
1) http://www.flixster.com

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
From Flixster, people can also get information about movies, read user-
generated movie reviews and ratings, converse with other users, get movie 
showtimes, view popular celebrity photos, read the latest movie news, and 
view video clips from popular movies and TV shows.

With so many features, Flixster seems to have created a fairly 
comprehensive movie social networking site, which may in turn explain its 
rapid growth in popularity. Flixster currently has over 50 million registered 
users with over 1.5 billion movie ratings, and has already outpaced (in total 
page views) other movie sites such as Fandango. And while the site is still 
dwarfed in terms of total page views by the more informationally-based 
IMDB, its emphasis on combining social networking with movies and rapid 
rise in user base make for a promising company future.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Video Description
3) Ratings
4) Image Uploads
5) Reviews

http://www.flixster.com
http://www.flixster.com
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LAST.FM

177

Notes:
Last.fm is a social networking company which revolves around its music 
recommendation engine, which makes recommendations based by 
comparing user data to the rest of the Last.fm user community.

URL:
1) http://www.last.fm

Statistics:
4 Million Monthly Visitors

Background:
Unlike competitor Pandora, Last.fmʼs recommendations are not generated 
by matching similar musical attributes. However, its community driven 
engine gives it more potential to grow into media other than music. This is 
most likely a reason why media giant, CBS, acquired Last.fm for $280 
million in May of 2007. Last.fm grew from very modest funding compared 
to its competitors Pandora, ilike, MyStrands and others.

Users “scrobble” the music they listen to on their ipod or computer through 
a downloaded application that records what they listen to. The scrobbler 
then sends this data to Last.fmʼs servers. The engine produces a station 
by grabbing music from other usersʼ whose taste is similar to your own. 
Additionally, users can have a radio station made around a single artist. 
These stations are created by recommending music that other users listen 
to in addition to your chosen artist. Additionally, Last.fm has largely 
incorporated social networking into its site. It has user profiles, events and 
widgets for your website. This is quite appropriate considering 
recommendations and stations are generated using communal data.

Last.fm has extended its service to multiple online platforms with the 
“Last.fm in a box” application. This allows partners to offer their users free 
access to Last.fmʼs streaming radio services direct from the partners Web 
site. Current partners include Bebo, Billboard.com, CBS Television 
Stations, CBS Affiliates, eMusic, Frengo, Gigya, iGoogle, and many others.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Artist/Band Information
3) Album Information
4) Geo Data
5) Library 
6) Playlist Information
7) Tags
8) Venue Information

http://www.last.fm
http://www.last.fm
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BLIP.FM

178

Notes:
Blip.fm is a music recommendation and streaming site.

URL:
1) http://www.blip.fm

Statistics:
Metrics Unknown

Background:
Users post short messages on what music they are listening to at the 
moment, the site then turns them into streaming links using Imeem. Blip is 
essentially “Twitter for Music.” It allows you to suggest music and share 
your thoughts about it with a network of contacts. No file uploads are 
necessary. Just search for the song you have in mind and Blip will grab it 
from Imeem. Your followers (”listeners”) can hear full versions of the songs 
you post using Imeemʼs player widget.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Genre
3) Listeners
4) Messages
5) Artist/Band Information
6) Album Information
7) Geo Data

http://www.blip.fm
http://www.blip.fm
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These services provide:
1) Projects & Time Spent
2) Data In / Out
3) Network Connections
4) Reviews & Recommendations

Services:
1) DropBox
2) Drop.io
3) Harvest
4) LinkedIn

API INFORMATION

HARD AT WORK
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DROPBOX

180

Notes:
Dropbox is a software product that makes it easy to securely share files 
with other people, sync them across multiple computers, access them from 
anywhere, and keep them safe. 

URL:
1) http://www.dropbox.com

Statistics:
112,000 Monthly Visitors

Background: 
Dropbox was founded by Drew Houston and Arash Ferdowsi in 2007, and 
received seed funding from Y Combinator. Today, Dropbox is well-funded 
by Sequoia Capital and Accel Partners, and since launching publicly in 
September of 2008 it has attracted millions of users and is growing rapidly. 
Dropbox has been featured in the New York Times and on TechCrunch, 
and has won awards from places like PC Magazine and CNET.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Thumbnails
3) Online File Browsing
4) Sync Files

http://www.dropbox.com
http://www.dropbox.com
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Notes:
Drop.io was a platform for simple private exchange purchased by 
Facebook in October 2010. 

URL:
1) http://www.drop.io

Statistics:
115,000 Monthly Visitors

Background: 
Drop.io enables users to create simple private exchange points called 
“drops” which can be generated in as little as two clicks Each drop can be 
accessed via the web, email, phone, fax, and widgets. The service has no 
email signup and no “accounts.” Each drop is private, and only as 
accessible as users choose to deliberately make them. Users can create 
multiple drops, add any type of media, and share or subscribe as they 
want through email and rss. 100MB of storage is provided for free and 
tiered storage is provided at cost up to 25GB.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Image Uploads
3) Image Information
4) Video Information
5) Video Uploads
6) Comments
7) Widgets

http://www.drop.io
http://www.drop.io
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Notes:
Harvest is a provider of time tracking and online invoicing services for 
freelancers and small businesses. 

URL:
1) http://www.getharvest.com

Statistics:
21 Million Monthly Visitors

Background: 
Harvest focuses on providing simple to use web-based software for 
professional services. Customers range from freelancers to creative 
services businesses, to team within Fortune 500 organizations and non-
profits. Harvest is offered as a web-based software-as-a-service but it is 
accessible from a variety of platforms and devices including: web 
browsers, desktop widgets, iPhone, Twitter, and SMS.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Entries
3) Widgets
4) Tasks
5) Invoices
6) Categories

http://www.getharvest.com
http://www.getharvest.com
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Notes:
With more than 67 million users representing 150 industries around the 
world, LinkedIn is a fast-growing professional networking site that allows 
members to create business contacts, search for jobs, and find potential 
clients. Individuals have the ability to create their own professional profile 
that can be viewed by others in their network, and also view the profiles of 
their own contacts. Competitors to LinkedIn include sites such as XING, 
Doostang and Ecademy. Of note, LinkedIn won two Webby awards in 2007 
for services and social networking.

URL:
1) http://www.linkedin.com

Statistics:
21 Million Monthly Visitors

Background: 
LinkedIn is a free business social networking site that allows users who 
register to create a professional profile visible to others. Through the site, 
individuals can then maintain a list of known business contacts, known as 
Connections. LinkedIn users can also invite anyone to join their list of 
connections. LinkedIn offers an effective way by which people can develop 
an extensive list of contacts, as your network consists of your own 
connections, your connectionsʼ connections (2nd degree connections), as 
well as your 2nd degreeʼs connections (called your 3rd degree 
connections). From this network, individuals can learn of and search for 
jobs, business opportunities, and people.

LinkedIn also serves as an effective medium by which both employers and 
job seekers can review listed professional information about one another. 
LinkedIn follows strict privacy guidelines wherein all connections made are 
mutually confirmed and individuals only appear in the LinkedIn network 
with their explicit consent. Other LinkedIn features include paid accounts 
that offer more tools to find people, and “LinkedIn Answers” developed in 
January 2007. A free feature, “LinkedIn Answers” allows registered users 
to post business-related questions that anyone else can answer.

API Provides:
1) User Information
2) Comments
3) Connections
4) Buttons
5) Geo Data

http://www.linkedin.com
http://www.linkedin.com


PROPRIETARY	
  AND	
  CONFIDENTIAL

OMNIGON	
  COMMUNICATIONS,	
  LLC

XIIICONCLUSION

There are many great companies building innovative web services to offer users a better overall experience, 
no matter what device they may be using to access the internet.

This Mobile Competitive Analysis has been written to help uncover some of the great companies, services, 
tools and some of the notable failures. Using this document as a base, Omnigon and Sporting News will be 
better able to build a highly functional, innovative mobile experience.
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